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for 
PRINTED PARISH PAPERS 


HY continue to distribute printed matter of inferior quality or produced on a 
_ duplicating machine, when your church can publish a high class parish paper? The 
National Religious Press supplies parish papers, better in appearance and quality than 
national church periodicals, at amazingly low prices. In fact even the smallest church can pub- 
lish a local parish paper which will astonish the community providing our service is used. 


MORE THAN 400 AGREE 


More than 400 ministers have been using our service from one to twenty years. They all 
agree that there is no excuse for any church to distribute an inferior parish paper. Read 
what a few say: 


Send free of charge The Manual, sample parish 
yapers, and full particulars regarding your 


“Thanks for a swell job done on the last issue 
of The Gospel Advertiser. I couldn’t ask for 
better workmanship or service.’-—Ben H. Ander- 
son, Jamestown, Tenn. 


“The last issue of The Pilgrim News was won- 
derfully printed. We have received many words 
of praise from our subscribers.’—Harry M. 
Kimbel, Canton, Ohio. 


“TI was very much pleased with the last issue of 
the Jesus Messenger. The magazine was far be- 
yond my expectations. You could not have done 
better. I have never seen a better magazine. 
The workmanship is beyond criticism.’’—Rev. 
R. L. McCafferty, St. Lou’s, Missouri. 


““‘We were very much pleased with the last issue 
of Windham County Life.’’—Charles Young, 
Danielson, Connecticut. 


“We are always well satisfied with your work. 
The people of this community like our church 
paper. It is mainly because of your fine work- 
manship.”’"— Rev. W. B. Pinckney, Long Island 
City, New York. 
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“Your work on the Union Methodist Episcopal 
Church Advocate is very good. Everybody is 
reading the magazine and helping us in this 
work.’’—E. V. Burkett, Dothan, Alabama. 


“IT appreciate very much your splendid work on 
the paper.’’—B. N. Berry, Houston, Texas. 


“Very nice work on the last issue of The 
Parish News.’’—St. Peter’s Church, Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey. 


“Thanks for the attractive cover on the last 
issue of Zion Church Visitor. Our people are 
well pleased with the magazine.’”—N. L. Horn, 
Baltimore, Md. 


‘“‘We have been very well pleased with our par- 
ish paper.”’—C. I. Bullock, Sandusky, Michigan. 


“Your work is very satisfactory.”—Charles Green, 
Rockford, Illinois. 


“The last issue of New Hope Messenger was 
very well done. Thanks for your splendid work- 
manship.’’—-Rey. Roscoe M. Mitchell, Tarrytown, 
New York 


The Parish Paper Manual gives complete information regarding local 
church papers. Send the coupon. 
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AWARD 


CT ue ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
AWARD has been established to 
encourage the writing of distin- 
guished books in the broad field 
of evangelical Christianity. The 
award is offered at intervals of ap- 
proximately two years to the au- 
thor of the book manuscript which, 
in the opinion of a Board of 
Judges, will accomplish the great- 
est good for the Christian faith and 
Christian living among all people. 


Abingdon-Cokesbury Press will 
pay to the author of the manuscript 
selected by the Board of Judges 
the sum of $7,500, of which $5,000 
is an outright award and $2,500 is 
an advance against royalties. In 
event no manuscript submitted is, 
in the opinion of the Board of 
Judges and the publishers, worthy 
of the award, the award will be 
passed and the $5,000 outright 
award will be added to the award 
for the following contest. 


The Board of Judges 


GerorcE A. BUTTRICK 
WILFRED E. GARRISON 
NoLan B. HARMON, Jr. 
HAtForp E. Luccock 

Horace G. SMITH 

Henry P. Van DusEN 


Manuscripts may be entered in 
the contest only in accordance with 
the rules explained in the Award 
Prospectus, which will be mailed 
on request, 


Address all communications 
to 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
Awarp EpITorR 
150 Fifth Avenue 
New York 11, New York 
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lO DESTRUCTION 


AARSHALL WINGFIELD 


F THERE is any statement which needs no 
argument to support it, it is the statement 
that we must chose between world-order 

ased on law and world-destruction through 
tomic war. That is just another way of saying 
hat we must have a peaceful world or we will 
ave no world worth having. Can we learn to 
ive peacefully together? The supreme task of 
ut day is so to implement our knowledge with 
norality that we shall be able to answer that 
juestion affirmatively. 

The United Nations organization is built 
ipon the premise of international fellowship. 
t is a mechanism which can be perfected and 
ised or neglected or misused. If it is to be per- 
ected and used the nations must put loyality 
o all humanity above their separate loyalties. 
They must also put a common foundation of 
noral principles beneath their conflicting phi- 
osophies. Unless there is such a conversion of 
ttitudes, all plans for peace are doomed to 
ailure. 

At the close of the first World War, Henry 
‘airfield Osborn, one of the greatest educators 
America ever had, said, “We must commit 
arselves to the League of Nations or some 
ther union for world order, or we shall com- 
nit our children to destruction. Be not mis- 
aken, the choice is law or war, brotherhood 
wr chaos. If we refuse to participate we shall 
o weaken world order that confused peoples 
vill listen to evil tutelage and we shall be 
wakened from our comfortable slumber by 
he thundering knock of war upon our door 
nd, barely in time to save ourselves, we shall 
eize our unaccustomed arms and face a hostile 
vorld.”” ; 

In this year of grace 1948, let me be bold 
nough to assume the role which Dr. Osborn 
ssumed in 1919, and say that if we now turn 
tom world government and resort to out- 
noded methods of securing world order, there 


vill be no time to save ourselves when “the - 


hundering knock of war” strikes upon our 
loor again. But we are turning from world 
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government .in not turning to it. We are almost 
back in pre-war days when nations confronted 
power with power and then used the unstable 
equilibrium for negotiation. We are following 
the old war-breeding systems of “‘balance of 
power’, ‘‘sphere of influence” and other 19th 
century ideas. In the Byrnes-Wallace contro- 
versy United Nations might as well have been 
non-existent. Everybody spoke and acted as if 
there were no world government for settling 
disputes. And for all practical purposes United 
Nations as now set up, offers no world govern- 
ment that can function effectively in restraining 
an aggressor nation. 

The United Nations is moving as rapidly to 
an ineffectual end as the League of Nations 
ever moved. The reason is perfectly obvious to 
those who have even a cursory knowledge of 
history. No league has ever succeeded in the 
history of the world. Leagues are simply multi- 
lateral treaties between nations. They are de- 
bating forums only. No resolutions passed, no 
recommendations made, no decisions reached 
are binding on any of its members. We had our 
Articles of Confederation which were so weak 
and ineffectual that chaos was prevailing on our 
Eastern Seaboard until Washington, Hamilton, 
Madison, Franklin and other noble and far- 
sighted forbears persuaded the thirteen states 
to adopt the constitution. The League of Na- 
tions was the next important attempt. We know 
how little power it had to-stop Hitler from 
going into Poland, Japan from going into 
Manchuria and Italy from going into Ethiopia. 
All that our statesman have offered us so far 
are fruitless panaceas. 

Nature abhors a vacuum. And a vacuum is 
exactly what we now have in the field of inter- 
national relationships. In our Bible is the 
story of a man from whom a demon was cast, 
but that demon returned ‘‘with seven others 
worse than himself’, for in the place of the 
demon which had been cast out, the man had 
put nothing. From this world two atomic blasts 
cast out the demon of armed conflict. One 
blast ended a city. The other blast ended the 
shooting phase of a war. But the demon was 
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only temporarily cast out. Unless we put world 
government in its place, the old wat demon 
will come back increased not seven-fold but a 
thousand-fold in the form of atomic war. The 
Atomic War will not end a city but a civiliza- 
tion, not a nation but a world. From its oblit- 
erating, exterminating blast there will be no 
escape. We cannot hope to win an Atomic 
War, but we can win a way which will prevent 
an Atomic War. World government is the only 
way to protect our world from the destructive 
use of our scientific knowledge. 

The United Nations organization, as now 
set up, is not enough. The Charter makes the 
whole thing simply a multilateral treaty among 
nation-states. Both Council and Assembly lack 
authority. They can go no further than to 
recommend. Another feature which makes the 
whole thing powerless is the nonsensical rule, 
for the Assembly, of One-Nation-One Vote. 
Such an absurd rule gives voting strength in 
proportion to division rather than to unity. The 
people south of the Rio Grande have ten times 
the votes of the people north of the Rio 
Grande, not because they have ten times the 
numerical strength, but because they are divided 


into twenty nations as against North America’s ° 


two. If the Latin Americans and the Moham- 
medans were to vote together in the United 
Nations Assembly they could outvote the rest 
of the world. 

And in the Security Council, nations that 
have 133 million people have six votes and 
nations that have 869 people people have only 
five votes. The whole thing is unrealistic. One 
does not wonder that such a nonsensical organi- 
zation was not given any power. What ee 
nation would give power to an organization 
based upon such an absurdity? The only just 
method of apportioning votes in a world ot- 
ganization would be on the basis of population 
and production, or some other agreed-upon 
method of weighted representation. The ab- 
surdity of the voting plan was seen and there 
was an attempt to balance the absurdity but it 
was with another piece of absurdity—the veto 
power for “the big five.” This veto power 
caused most of the unhappy incidents in pre- 
vious sessions of United Nations. But with 
voting power on its present basis, none of “the 
big five’ can let the veto go. It is up to ’’the 
big five’ to lead the way in setting up a truly 
representative body which makes sense and 
which can really function. If we fail to get a 
majority-rule World Legislature, the same lack 
of authority which killed the League of Na- 
tions will kill United Nations. 

It hardly needs to be argued that the mini- 
mum faith of citizens in a democracy is to be- 
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lieve that justice is essential to peace, that law 
is essential to justice, that institutions of world 
government are essential to world law, that 
world government ought to be federal in form 
and enforceable on individual law-breakers like 
any other law, and that world government 
should derive its powers from the sovereigh 
people so there may be joint government 1n 
world affairs and self government in national 
affairs. 

If we really hold these minimum beliefs of 
a federated democracy, then it follows that we 
are obligated to translate this faith into fact 
and its implications into action. The same kind 
of urgent conviction and action which brought 
through the formation of the United States of 
America in 1787, will bring through the for- 
mation of United Nations with workable rep- 
resentative government and in time to save us 
from Atomic War. 

The United States has become by its signa- 
ture a part of the United Nations, thereby 
agreeing to work with other nations for its ful- 
fillment. If we really stand by this agreement 
it will be necessary to urge action by the Presi- 
dent, the Department of State and the Con- 
gtess. Expressed public opinion does have 
weight in Washington. Letters, telegrams, and 
interviews will help to get right action. A rep- 
resentative democracy cannot work effectively 
unless the mind and will of the people are 
made known. 

The sky of the world is growing darker by 
the day. The tensions between the Soviet Union 
and the Western powers are dimming the 
prospects for peace even before the real task 
of world reconstruction has begun. Fear and 
distrust mark the mood of the peoples. It is a 
time of testing for the nations. Survival of 
Society depends upon our willingness to work 
for the common good of the whole world and 
to work now. To translate the scientific form- 
ula into the atom bomb required years of 
thought and effort. We dare not think in terms 
of years in this matter of translating the one 
world which science has brought us into world 
government. This matter of framing a suitable 
instrument cannot wait for long. It is quite 
likely that the future of civilization depends on 
what we do about world government within the 
next year or two. | 

Dr. Frank C. Laubach told us a great truth 
when he said: “Within the next three years 
America will decide whether she will be the 
kind of country no nation would want to des- 
troy with the atomic bomb, or the kind of 
country every nation will want to destroy: 
whether she will retain the moral and spiritual 
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LIFE CAN BE 


FRUITFUL 


JOHN W. McKELVEY, Ph.D. 


F THE 40 billion people who have 
lived on the earth since the beginning 
of the Christian era, some one has esti- 
nated that less than 3% or about one billion 
wave led free lives. How many have led fruit- 
‘ul lives is anybody's guess. Certainly a great 
many more than one billion, for one doesn’t 
wave to be free in order to achieve a fruitful 
ife. The fact is, in a profound sense, fruit- 
‘ulness is tied up with the chains of duty and 
he limitations of bondage. As a matter of 
act, the secret of fruitfulness in life’s real 
ind larger purposes is basically a matter of 
flewpoint, perspective, and goals. 
Living to make a livelihood, solely that? 
Then times are hard. 


Living to make a life, wholly that? 
Then times are good. 


Perhaps what I am trying to say will be bet- 
er understood in the light of an incident that 
1appened one day to Philip de Neri. He was 
valking in the ground of a great continental 
iniversity when he caught up with a young 
tudent who told him that he had come to the 
aw school there, attracted by its fame. 

Philip said “When you have completed your 
tudies, what do you intend to do?” 

“T shall take my doctor’s degree.” 

“And then?” asked Philip. 

“Then I shall have a number of difficult 
‘ases to deal with and shall call attention to 
nyself by my eloquence and my learning, and 
vain a great reputation.” 

“And then?” 

“Then I shall live comfortably in wealth and 
lignity.” 

“And then?” persisted Philip. 

“Then I suppose I shall die.” 

Then Philip raised his voice and said, ““And 
vhat then?” The young man made no answer. 
danging his head, he went thoughtfully away. 
[hat last question had struck home, and he 
ame to realize the utter futility of making a 
ivelihood and losing life itself. 

- Undoubtedly when the Apostle Paul wrote 
ong, long ago to the Colossians, one thing he 
iad in mind was to point out the tremendous 
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opportunities for living fruitful lives ‘in every 
good work,” and in doing so he tacitly indi- 
cated how easy and tragic it was to live unto 
self and lust and evil, and so fail in making 
life count. He knew from experience as well 
as from observation that men too frequently 
have strayed like sheep and have lost them- 
selves in the wilderness. To help the Chris- 
tians at Colossae he urged a positive procedure. 
He knew that the way to avoid defeat very 
often is to go forward and to make a special 
and untried effort. 

His counsel at this point is similar to that 
of a certain judge. To a man who complained 
about the noise and confusion of his neighbor's 
trumpet playing, the judge recommended: “‘Get 
yourself a saxophone in self-defense.” 

While I have no desire to press the similarity 
too far, Paul was saying that the way to over- 
come barren and fruitless lives was to get busy 
in the ways of the Lord and produce the fruits 
of righteousness. To diversify the ways where- 
by we “might walk worthy of the Lord’ (as 
Moffatt translates it—‘“‘may lead a life that is 
worthy of the Lord and give him entire satis- 
faction”) is a task for many hours of thought- 
ful consideration. I suggest only three secret 
paths, which if we follow steadfastly will lead 
us to the fruitful life. . 

I 


The first of these secret paths is dramatized 
in the story told of an African missionary who 
had lived a life of great influence and who was 
asked at a summer conference, as he stood in 
the midst of a small group of friends, what 
was the secret of his great power and wide- 
spread influence. He surprised them by re- 
plying that the secret was his alarm clock. 
‘When I first went to Africa,” he said, “the 
great rush of duties and opportunities nearly 
overwhelmed me. Early and late calls came 
and knocks sounded at my door. Every night 
I went to bed exhausted. In the morning, 
when I awakened I would say, ‘Surely the Lord 
would rather I turned over and took another 
nap than I should get up to pray.’ However, 
I soon realized that my work was lacking 
power, and therefore, fruitfulness. Then,’ he © 
went on, “I set my alarm clock so that I 
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should get up an hour earlier each day. That 
hour I spent in prayer. Through that hour of 
prayer God has wrought great things, and now 
there are thousands of Christians at our mis- 
sion stations who know that Christians any- 
where never attempt to face the duties and 
opportunities of a day without prayer.” 

If we are to lead lives worthy of the Lord, 
if life is to be fruitful, one of the most im- 
portant things we must do is to 


“Take time to be holy, 
The world rushes on; 
Spend much time in secret 
With Jesus alone.” 


II 

The second secret is set forth in an inscrip- 
tion from ancient Egypt. It is related that two 
English explorers discovered an Egyptian tomb 
more than three thousand years old. When 
with great excitement they opened it, the first 
object which met their eyes was an exquisitely 
carved sarcophagus of a little child. Over it 
was this inscription in hiergliphs: “O my 
life, my love, my little one, would God I had 
died for thee.’ The explorers, so the story 
runs, uncovered their heads and with misty 
eyes stepped into the sunlight. After a brief 
conference they decided to seal the tomb, 
leaving love and the dear dead to their eternal 
vigil. 

In commenting on this story, Edgar DeWitt 
Jones, of Detroit, put his finger on the vital 
point when he said, “How little life holds if 
there is nothing to love.’”” Think for a mo- 
ment of our homes, our children, our dear ones, 
our church, our missionaries, our commitments 
to the work of Christ’s gospel, our community, 
our youth, our nation, our work for justice, 
fair labor and employment practices, our strug- 
gle for brotherhood, tolerance, good will, our 
world and the urgency for peace and under- 
standing: if we are to make any impact for 
truth and righteousness’ sake, we must labor 
in love and give ourselves out of love, else we 
shall fail. 

Ill 

One more secret is nothing more nor less 
than service. We cannot hope for better 
things, for richer lives, for fruitful paths unless 
we are willing to do our utmost in “every good 
work,” and that not for ourselves but for the 
common weal. It is one of life’s strange para- 
doxes that the more we serve the more fruitful 
we become. Said Philip Bailey: “It is one of 
the beautiful compensations of life that no man 
can sincerely try to help another without help- 
ing himself.’ To be sure, ours is a disorderly 
world, a disillusioned world, a desolated world. 
We are called to serve an age wherein men are 
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suspicious and selfish and overwhelmed by 
despair. We will not always succeed in out 
good works. We will sometimes be mocked 
and castigated by cruel and calculating men. 
Nonetheless we must go and labor on, spend 
and be spent in doing our Father’s will. It 
will take grace and strength of a high order, 
such as only God can bestow. It will require 
something like what one man said he discov- 
ered essential: “I have discovered that one 
cannot become a Christian in times like this. 
One must have been a Christian.” 

Thank God, ours is a Christian Service, im- 
plying that all of us have already yielded our 
lives in high fealty to Christ and are now 
seeking in himself to “‘serve the present age.” 


IV 


It was Elbert Hubbard who said, “There are 
six requisites in every happy marriage: the first 
is Faith, and the remaining five are Confi- 
dence.” JI am sure that these are the six requi- 
sites to a fruitful life, both as individuals and 
as a body of Christian believers in today’s 
world. Not for a single instance would I un- 
derrate the first requisite, Faith. That requisite 
lays its gracious claim upon our minds and 
hearts and brings its glorious joys and blessings 
the longer and farther we ‘‘walk by faith,” or 
as the Apostle phrases it, by “‘increasing in the 
knowledge of God.’’ It is, however, on Con- 
fidence that I want to lay particular emphasis, 
confidence in God and confidence in each other, 
The need for confidence in God is in direct 
proportion to our hesitation to believe that life 
can be fruitful in seeking first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. The need for con- 
fidence in one another, whatever else it may be, 
is the sign and seal of our fellowship and 
morale. No one can get very far in any good 
work without feeling the confidence of others 
in his ability and purpose and spirit. How 
terribly important it is that every one of us 
gives to the pastor and leaders of the church 
an unstinted confidence! 

Let me illustrate what I mean. Eight splen- 
did-looking young runners came up to the start: 
ing line of the chief event of the day, the 
five-mile race. At the sound of the gun they 
were off on the long, gruelling race. For a 
time they kept well together, but after several 
laps one of the runners began falling behind. 
At first no one paid any attention to him until 
he seemed to be well night out of the race. 
Occasionally a thoughtless person in the crowd 
would taunt him and call out, “You might as 
well drop out and give the cinder track a 
rest!’ This taunting mood was contagious 

(See page 343) 
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riginal Sin 


HY can’t the scientific cobbler stick to 
his last and permit us of the ministry 
to continue with our work of re-soul- 

ng? After all there are laws supposed to 
overn the matter of operations in restraint 
f trade. 

Latterly, some of the more ambidextrous 
mong the test-tubes and microscopes, have set- 
led, at long last, various of the problems which 
zave baffled the fathers of the Church since 
<ingdom didn’t come, and each such solution 
urther contributes to the golfing and fishing 
nelinations of the ministry. 

Latest of the scientifically solved problems is 
hat of “original sin,” that long-standing buga- 
900 over which not a few of us of serious pas- 
oral intent, have puzzled and pondered. Once 
ind for all the matter of “original sin” has 
seen settled, and to the considerable relief of 
he non-sin-preaching pastor, by Dr. J. C. 
Cushing of Baltimore, Maryland. 

The good doctor admits that religious teach- 
sts and philosophers have talked about original 
ain for centuries, and for it have prescribed the 
antidote of love. Obviously, if the Cushing 
findings hold, we have been in high error there, 
too. It is not original sin at all. It is a feeling 
of hostility, or hate, present in the human 
embryo of the tender age of three months. 
Original sin is six months pre-natal. 

_ And to clinch the claim, the doctor has seen 
it with his own eyes, has seen it for just what 
it is. If you doubt, there are motion pictures 
to back up the Cushing word. That’s proof 
enough to satisfy the most skeptic, so we can 
all scratch original sin from our long list of 
pastoral posers. 

‘Recorded reactions in three month old 
fetuses, says the good doctor, are definite 
“avoiding reactions which would be interpreted 
as hostile gestures in older individuals.” They 
evidence the fact that hate and hostility are so 
primary among emotions that they go clear 
back to the fetus instead of to the Garden, as 
9 many of us have erroneously taught. 

By the time the baby is born, it already has 
me six months’ backlog of accumulated orig- 
nal sin stored up inside its tiny body, because 
sf which, according to Cushing, it is faced 
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with the need of constantly seeking affection 
for the balance of its life, with which to coun- 
ter-balance its latent hostility, or original sin. 
Simple, isn’t it? 

So there is your answer, the final word, 
right up to this unbelievable, scientific moment, 
on the no-longer-baffling question of original 
sin. What a boon it would be to our profes- 
sion if the scientific mouth would open again 
to propound some final solution of such posers 
as the volunteer choir, Sunday morning golf, 
Vespers, bazaars and a host of others, or do. 
they too stem from the womb? 

Anyway, with the matter of original sin 
tardily settled, we can get back now, to the final 
touches on our sermon on that latest best 
seller, or to the drive to raise funds for the 
loud-speaker in the church tower, a thing, inci- 
dentally, we. won’t need half as much as we 
thought, now that original sin is no longer one 
of our major problems. 


= 


A Chance for the Church 


HERE -were 2,000,000 marriages per- 

formed in the United States in 1947 and 

450,000 divorces granted. The latter 
figure marks a drop of twenty-six per cent 
from the peak number in 1946. ‘Thus the 
hasty and ill-advised marriages characteristic 
of war time have been largely liquidated. The 
decrease does not signify any change in the 
long-term trend. As compared with the num- 
ber of marriages, divorces have tripled in the 
past fifty years. Canada presents a similar 
picture on a small scale and the outlines of it 
are becoming visible in Great Britain. This 
portentous change is an unhappy by-product of 
the industrialization and atomization of society 
and is specifically related to the recognition of 
woman as individual rather than as the center 
of a home. When that process really takes 
hold of India and China, what will the har- 
vest be? 

The program of the church, based on family 
life, is ill-adapted to meet this new develop- 
ment. There will have to be much local ex- 
perimentation, followed by the creation of 
methods specially designed to meet the need. 
At the moment the most promising tool seems 
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to be the young adult movement in the Sunday 
School. Its clientele has an opportunity to face 
family problems in a congenial atmosphere 
where the Christian virtues of discipline and 
sacrifice are stressed. That process helps to 
build: divorce-proof homes. To multiply the 
number of active church members is to dry 
up the springs of divorce. 

A tactful pastor can do much by dealing 
with unhappy marriages before they reach the 
breaking point. He need not be a specialist 
but he should be familiar with the conclusions 
of specialists. Sex education is important, 
though its importance has been somewhat ex- 
aggerated of late years. The whole art of hu- 
man felations is involved and the pastor is 
more likely to be a skilled practitioner in that 
field than his opposite numbers in law, medi- 
cine, teaching and journalism. 

Why between seventy and ninety per cent of 
all divorces are granted to women, thus making 
them technically the “‘innocent’’ parties is an 
intriguing question. Careful students would 
allocate the blame more nearly fifty-fifty. In 
many cases both parties try to “make a go” of 
marriage but fail in the attempt and decide on 
divorce as a last resort. 

Neither adultery nor drunkenness is usually 
alleged as a factor in the breakup, though both 
may be camouflaged occasionally under the ten- 
dollar legal phrase ‘extreme cruelty, mental in 
nature’ which is the currently fashionable way 
of saying “incompatibility.” That in turn may 
spring from differences in education, religious 
belief or temperament, from trouble with in- 
laws or from failure to agree on finances. Pre- 
marital education offers the only sure method 
of reducing these causes of divorce to manage- 
able proportions. The churches occupy a 
strategic position from which to give such edu- 
cation. Let them capitalize on their unique 
advantage!—Edward Laird Mills. 


Bootleg 


HEN it is difficult to distinguish, by 
appearance, by action, or linguistically, 
between the professed believer and the 

non-believer, the victory for unbelief is a 
major one. 

If a self-styled Christian prefers the bridge- 
table to the communion table, the night-club 
to the Church club-night, the dance-band to 
the missionary-band, or the prize-fight to the 
holy-fight, he is more ‘‘self-styled”’ than “‘spirit- 
styled.” 

And what of pastoral responsibility? Church 
membership can be made too easy, too simple, 
too comfortable, too social. When ‘we ate con- 
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tent with the novitiate’s indistinct word of 
assent, and his name on our roll, we have 
failed to grasp the first lesson in Christian 
experience, say nothing of Christian doctrine. 

Spasmodic attendance at Christmas, and 
New Year’s and Easter Services is no criteria 
that a parishioner has been born again. What 
else may we expect if we preach a ‘“‘unless-you- 
repent, in-a-measure, and-be-converted, as it- 
were, you-will-be-damned-to-some-extent” type 
of message? 

Unless Saving Grace is more, far more than 
a noun and its modifier, it is nothing. To what 
distant scenes have the old doctrines of Sin 
and Salvation been relegated? When did you 
last preach on Sin? When did you last hear 
a sermon on Sin? The increase in Sin, in 
places both high and low, underscores in red 
the decrease in sermons on Sin. Where it is 
Christianity at work, there are the basic truths 
of the Gospel dealt with, whether they are 
popular or not. 

Truth, even Gospel truth, may be so bled, so 
ignored, so commercialized and mechanized, as 
to leave it unrecognizable, and the unpar- 
donable sin, at least of this day, is our failure 
to mark with high emphasis between the works 
of God and the works of Evil. We blend the 
two into a soft, neutral, pastel, inoffensive hue, 
to hold our membership, the while we jeopar- 
dize our hold on Truth. 

When we enjoy the strengthening proteins 
of a religion which builds up muscle and bone, 
the while we temper its regulations and restric- 
tions, we bootleg and black-market Divine 
wates. 

God is still in His heavens, and sin still 
upon earth, even our own. 


Page’s Write of Hand 


Helen Hayes, star of the comedy, “Happy Birth- 
day,’ was talking about handwriting. 


“The rich and famous novelist, Thomas Nelson 
Page,” she said, “once wrote in his illegible hand 
to a lecture committee: idl 


“Being no longer young—I will have passed six 
decades next Thursday—I shall not lecture hence: 
forth, even in this vicinity.’ : 

“The lecture committee wrote back: : 


=| 
Dear sir. Your acceptance to lecture is at hand. | 
The time you set, next Thursday, and your terms, 
six dollars, are satisfactory. As you suggest, we may 
be able to give you other engagements in this vi- 
cinity. If so, we will advise you.’ ’ a 


cue 
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Living in an Atomic Age 

Ministers must be informed on many phases 
of thought development, community progress, 
and national progress, in order to deal with 
people who are a part of the development and 
progress, especially young people now being 
ushered from the nation’s schools, some as the 
teachers of coming generations, some as poten- 
tial leaders in the industrial field, some in 
political fields, some in science and engineer- 
ing, and the many other professions. 

The young people who made up the grad- 
gating class of the 97th annual exercises of the 
Buffalo Seminary, Buffalo, New York, June 
10, 1948, were told in an address by Dr. Don- 
ald Hatch Andrews, professor of chemistry in 
Johns Hopkins University, that “materialism 
must be left behind.” He is further quoted as 
ollows: 

“Stone-age thinking, iron-age thinking will not do. 
n this new age we must understand the basic nature 


our new world, and at the same time learn to un- 
ferstand ourselves in the light of this new knowl- 
dge. 

“If in the next 50 years you are goirg to reap a 
larvest of genuine treasures from scienc2 instead of 
_ harvest of destruction, you must learn how to con- 
rol science. Science has tnade it very plain that 
he first lesson we have to Jearn is that things are 
lot what they seem. 


“The second important thing that science has 


aught us about the atom is that the tiay particles 
vhich circulate in the atomic holes are not in essence 
olid matter, but are really waves much like the 
yvaves that make up music or like the waves you see 
nm water. 

“The third lesson we learn from science, is that 
ot only are things not like what they seem, but that 
here are a lot of things around us which we don’t 
ee at all. It is being projected at us as invisible 
ight, and we are generally completely unaware of it. 
“If we are to be not out of date and antiquated 
ools, but men and women of wisdum in the fore- 
ront of our time, we must leave our snaterialism 
hind us, and think and live in terms of the su- 


your Lord. It is thus that we of the human race 
n go forward to the high destiny prepared for us 
our Creator.” 


e spiritual truth which has been revealed to us . 


World Milestones 


An intriguing thought! Professor Murdock 
of Melbourne, Australia, answers ‘‘reader ques- 
tions” in the Melbourne Herald; some of these 
questions, like the following, ““Which are the 
three most important dates in the history of 
the world?” could provide excellent discus- 
sion material for young people’s groups. Al- 
though there are many differences of opinion 
on these dates, Prof. Murdock gives the fol- 
lowing three, each with considerable supporting 


data: 

1. Immeasurably, the most important date in the 
history of Western Civilization is the date of the 
Crucifixion, 

2. To name a second most important date one 
must risk an anti-climax; also one must skip a good 
many centuries. With some hesitation, I name 1492, 
the year in which Columbus set sail for the discovery 
of a new world. Thinking of all that has flowed 
from that event, I feel fairly certain that no other 
date, since the first one I have mentioned, has been 
fraught with such significance for the human race. 

3. My 3rd date will perhaps surprise you: 1867, 
the year of the publication of the first voluine of 
“Das Kapital” by Karl Marx, a book which split the 
world in two; we are only now beginning to realize 
how completely. But... wait, what was Karl Marx 
doing during the years before he wrote that book? 
He was reading printed books in the British Museum. 
Without those books, his own would never have 
been written. Therefore, we may be inclined to 
accept as our 3rd most important date, not 1867, 
but 1454, the year in which Gutenberg issued the 
first printed book, showing how to scatter over the 
world, every day and in every land, life-giving truth 
and devilish poison. 

What are the important milestones in our 


history as a race? Something to think about! 


' Honest contemplation of this question might 


help us to reach a sane conclusion regarding 
the importance of our age in the history yet to 
come. 


Prayer for Children eee 


Almighty Father, we bless Thee for the 
children Thou hast given us, and for all the 
joy they have brought us. We would conse- 
crate them anew to Thy service, and we would 
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train them in knowledge and love of Thy com- 
mands. 

Reveal to them the glory and beauty of life. 
Enable them to rise to their supreme opportu- 
nities. Inspire them with a spirit of truth and 
courage and self-control. 

Write the law of kindness in their hearts, 
that they may hate all cruelty, dishonesty, pre- 
tense, and deceit, and love all goodness and 
mercy, honesty and truthfulness with perfect 
trust in Thy love. As they grow in age, may 
they grow in grace; through Jesus Christ, 
Amen—Samuel McComb. 


The Church-Family Market 


The pastor of the South Orange, N. J., 
Methodist Church, the Rev. A. Boylan Fitz- 
Gerald, Jr., is determined to help his parishion- 
ers with their biggest common problem— 
fighting inflationary prices in local grocery 
stores. 

He announced from his pulpit that members 
of the church might place orders with him for 
groceries, according to The Christian Advocate, 
then brought produce from his own farm and 
went shopping for his flock in the wholesale 
markets in Newark’s Miller street, bringing 
large quantities of produce to the parsonage 
garage, where startled and pleased housewives 
found 30-cent melons for 11 cents; 60-cent 
corn for 20 cents; $4.90 bushels of apples for 
$2.00, and other prices in proportion. In the 
first week, 14 women placed orders for 225 
pounds of potatoes, 2 bushels of apples, and 
20 pounds of onions. “This is really one of 
the best things that has happened to me in a 
long time,’”’ said one of the women to the pas- 
tor, as he expressed the hope that prices might 
be forced downward. He plans to continue 
the program, while the people support it. The 
“Church Family Market’ has been well pub- 
licized in the locality. 


Full Citizenship for 
Women in the Church 


Church women are puzzled by some of the 
job restrictions imposed on them by their 
churches, and would like to be judged on the 
basis of ‘‘ability, experience and education”’ 
rather than on their sex, states Mrs. Samuel M. 
Cavert of the study department of the World 
Council of Churches. 

Speaking recently before the elected heads 
of women’s organizations of 19 major Protestant 
denominations, Mrs. Cavert stated that ‘‘Lead- 
ing Protestant women are asking that the goal 
of the full citizenship in the church be explicitly 
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recognized in all quarters.”—Myssions Council 
Bulletin. 


Drill for Children 
in Primary Department 


“Here is a drill we are using in the Primary 
Department of our Sunday School at Snyder- 
town, Pa.,”’ writes Rev. Edwin Dingman, ‘‘to 
provide a background for whatever other teach- 
ing may be given later. If the child should 
drop out of the school, there will still be some- 
thing to carry with them through life.” 


The Bible 


What is this Book? 
The Bible. 
What is the Bible? 
A letter from God. 
What is this letter? 
It tells us that God made the world for us to 
live in. 
Did God give us anything besides a place to live? 
Yes, God gave us apples, pears, peaches, flowers, 
and many other good things to enjoy. 
Did the men God made thank God very much for 
the apples, pears, peaches and flowers God gave? 
No, they did not. 
Well, don’t you think they should have thanked 
God for all these good things? 
Yes, but they did not. 
When God told them what to do, did they obey 
God ? 
No, they did not. 
Was it very bad to disobey God? 
Yes, it was. 
What do we call disobeying God? 
We call it sin. 
Does sin do us any harm? 
Yes, it shuts God out of our hearts, and lets 
satan in. 
What does satan do when he gets into our hearts? 
He destroys all that is good. 
Does God care anything for us after that? 
Yes, God still loves us. He sent His Son, Jesus 
Christ, to suffer in our place, so that we might 
be forgiven. 
Is it wonderful that God forgives our sins? 
Yes, it is very wonderful. 
What must we do to have God forgive our sins? 
We must believe that God loves us, and ask 
him to forgive us through the Lord, Jesus Christ. 


Memorial Tributes 


Memorials as a tribute to the memory of the 
departed is a custom of long standing. Now, 
we have the idea of memorial tributes to the 
living put forth by a mid-western group. The 
gifts are in modest sums by many persons who. 
wish to make ‘thank-you’ offerings for the 
good things that have come their way during 
the week or month. The gifts are turned over 
to the group treasurer by the pastors of various 
churches, and when a sizeable sum is in hand, 
purchases are made of useable and practical 
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items for immediate needs, particularly Sunday 
School groups, and young people’s needs. 

Names of persons in whose honor the gifts 
are made are given a number by the group 
treasurer, and all gifts accruing to that number 
are listed. The memorial tablet, or framed 
certificate, made available to the participating 
churches will carry the name of those in whose 
honor the gifts were made. 

This is an excellent idea. Since few of us 
live through a week without having deep and 
great cause for Thanksgiving to Almighty God 
for his gifts of love,—mayhap in the guise of 
friends, protection, health, accomplishments— 
such a fund should grow rapidly and provide 
many needed items in the churches participat- 
ing in the fund. 


Fund Raising 

Need for funds is a never-ending fact in 
the activities of all organizations. In this issue 
of The Expositor, you will find an idea for 
faising funds that has been used by many 
groups in Atlantic seaboard states. The Adver- 
tising Folding Table, peculiarly and specifically 
local in its appeal since the advertising is that 
of local merchants, services, banks, insurance 
agents, real estate dealers, does a three-fold 
job— 

1. The Advertising Folding Table keeps the 
names of local business ventures before the 
users of the tables. 

2. It provides folding tables for many uses, 
including pot-luck lunches for group meet- 
ings. 

3. It provides funds for practical needs. 

(See Ad on page 331) 


Farm Topics Film in 16mm Color ——— 


. Word received from the Publicity Depart- 
ment of RKO-PATHE, 625 Madison Avenue, 
N. Y. 22, N. Y., that the second in the Texaco 
Company's Farm Topics Series went into pro- 
duction June 1, 1948, when a crew started for 
a 6-weeks tour around the U. S. A. to cover 
22 farm stories, is welcome news. Rural and 
small town groups will be deeply interested in 
these story-films, portraying the life familiar to 
them; city groups should welcome the oppor- 
tunity to learn about the work, recreation, and 
life of farm communities, upon which city- 
dwellers depend for their very existence. 7000 
miles of travel, through 11 states, for filming 
labor and time saving devices developed by 
farmers, and which may be adapted to use in 
other communities. Among such devices are, a 
chine for fertilizing six inches under ground 
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without disturbing soil; a frost-fighter more 
effective ‘than smudge-pots; a stone-jumper 
plow which avoids underground obstacles that 
might damage the blade; a “‘lambulance’”’ for 
rescuing stray lambs. 

Ministers interested in booking these films 
for local groups should write to Mr. Edw. Rice, 
address above. 


Book-Length Fiction Manuscript 

Award for 1948 

A_ $7,500 award is announced by Westmin- 
ster Press, Publications Division of the Board of 
Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, 
USA, for a book-length fiction manuscript; 
$5,000 will be an outright prize, and $2,500 an 
advance against royalties. 

The 1947 award was won by Nelia Gardner 
White ‘for “No Trumpet Before Him.” To be 
eligible for the 1948 contest, all manuscripts 
must reach the editorial office of The West- 
minster Press, 825 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., not later than Dec. 31, 
1948. Write direct to the Westminster Press 
for rules. a 


Two Giants and One World 


This pocket-size book of 96 pages, by A. 
William Loos, published by The Church Peace 
Union, 170 East 64th St., New York 21, N. Y., 
is designed to provide ‘factual material for 
discussion groups on Soviet-American relations 
in the light of present-day proceedings and 
historical backgrounds of both countries. 

The author stresses the ethical responsibility 
of members of churches of all faiths to be in- 
telligently informed about Russia and her rela- 
tions with the U.S.A. The price of the book- 
let is 50 cents, and should be ordered from 
above address. Discussion, program and action 
suggestions are included for each chapter. 


Sister-Town Aid to Europe Favored 


Dr. George Gallup, Director of Institute of 
Public Opinion, reported on June 2, 1948, “A 
new kind of ‘grass roots’ internationalism is 
springing up in America as cities and towns 
‘adopt’ sister communities in Europe and try 
to help them recover from war damage. The 
Institute. asked thousands of representative 
men and women the following: 

“It has been suggested that towns and cities 
in the U. S. ‘adopt’—that is try to help—towns 
and cities of similar size in friendly Western 
European nations. Do you think this is a good 
idea or a poor idea?” The answers were: 


Page 325 


(500d 1 idea seat, tee ee 42% 
Bair idea" eee hprerehe 7 9 = 74 16 
Poor’ idea eeeeraeede 36 
No» option gait... teak 6 


A conference was held in Dunkirk, N. Y., 
on June 11, to organize the movement on a 
national basis. Many ministers will recall 
that Dunkirk, N. Y., “adopted” war-torn Dun- 
querque after the war. Servicemen were par- 
ticularly active in this ‘‘adoption” plan. 


Links in a Chain 


Class Day exercises at Burgard Vocational 
High School, Buffalo, N. Y., include a unique 
ceremony of adding a new link to the Class 
Chain, as the senior class (graduating) pre- 
sents the Class Chain to the junior class assum- 
ing the status and responsibilities of the senior 
class for the coming year. 

Both senior and junior classes choose class 
members to represent the group in the cere- 
mony; the senior class presents the chain, the 
junior class accepts the chain, and both take 
part in adding the class numerals of the grad- 
uating class to the link added last year, and 
then adding a new blank link to symbolize the 
incoming class. 

This highly symbolic ceremony has been 
adapted in Church work, and could be used 
mote widely with many good results. One 
Cleveland, Ohio, church has used the idea in 
welding together the membership by adding a 
link, with numeral, for each wedding within 
the membership, and the numerals are used an- 
nually in sending out anniversary reminders, 
and there is one congregation-wide social eve- 
ning, when all the couples living within reach 
of the home church gather for fellowship. 

An active Sunday School in the suburbs of 
Chicago uses the idea of adding a new link for 
every child becoming an active member of the 
Sunday School, and the number assigned to the 
new member is used in connection with the 
name from the time of assignment at a special 
ceremony. It gives the members the feeling 
of “belonging” to something permanent. - 


Points on Bringing Up Children 

Warning: ‘The adult may safely be treated 
as a child, but the converse may lead to dis- 
aster.” Ps 

Modern: “Then there is the modern father 
who is proud that he has never raised his hand 
against his child—except in self-defense.” 

Wisdom: “It's a wise parent who ‘noes’ 
his ‘own child.”"—Djiary of a Doctor, Melbourne 
Herald. . ; 


Page 326 


Roses for Honor Guests 


Honor guests at a special service in a West- 
ern New York Church gathered in the. adult 
Sunday School section prior to the service, and 
marched into the Church, preceded by the 
Junior Choir. As the guests reached the sec- 
tion assigned to them, special attendants pre- 
sented each guest with a rose. Candles in spe- 
cial pew holders, attached to each pew, were 
lighted during the Organ Prelude. 


Activity Books for Children 


If you have not inspected the “Activity 
Books’ available from Standard Publishing 
Company, we suggest that you do so at the first 
opportunity. 

Book 2, Summer, No. 2408, Theme: 
“Things Our Heavenly Father Wants Us To 
Do’’—a work and play book, titled, “Let's See 
What We Know” will delight the heart of 
leader as well as the children. 

Book 5, Summer, No. 2420, Theme: “The 
First Great Missionary’—a work and play 
book, titled, “Meeting a Hero,” will be equally 
acceptable to the leader and age group for 
whom it is designed. 

You will find the address of Standard Pub- 
lishing Company in every issue of The Expos- 
itor. Page numbers are given in the index, 
‘Where to Buy’? under Sunday School supplies. 
Information and illustrated catalogs are avail- 
able. Ask for the ‘“‘Summer”’ series for Vaca- 
tion Bible School use. 


Picnics 

Pastors are urged to keep in mind the “fel- 
lowship’”” opportunities of group picnics, mem- 
bership picnics, choir picnics, and family pic- 
nics. The opportunity for informal contact 
among members, old and young, will help to 
create a unified membership and a cooperating 
membership. 

Sports, conversation, informal lunches, all 
tend toward good fellowship, so greatly needed 
by all classes in times of unrest. x 


Children Urged to Convert Friends 


A plea for Episcopal young people to become 
“personal evangelists’ dedicated to winning 
young people without religious connections to’ 
Christ was made recently by the Rev. Edgar 
L. Tiffany, while addressing a spring rally of 
ee ene People’s Fellowship, Western New 

ork. x 

Mr. Tiffany stressed the need for a ‘a new 
emphasis on the priesthood of laity,” and 
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idded that “‘it is not enough to come to church 
ourself on Sunday and forget all about it on 
Monday. Talk to your friends and interest 
hem in Jesus Christ, as Andrew did his 
brother, Peter.’ 

There are ‘Peters’ to be found and inter- 
sted in every community; there are “Andrews” 
nm every church in every community to invite 
he ‘‘Peters’” to ‘“‘Come and see.” 


Let Me Think! 


How and what shall J GIVE this year to 

ind through my Church! 

ft I give nothing: 

[ cast a vote in favor of closing my Church. 

[ discourage others. 

if I give to Local Support and not to Missions: 

[- vote to stop missionary activity in this hour of 
great world need. 

[ break faith with missionaries who give their all, 
and ate dependent upon the home Church. 

[ refuse to obey the command to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel. 

if I give grudgingly, and for the sake of appearance: 

[ shall find no joy in my giving. 

[ shall not receive the Lord’s richest blessing; for it 
is written that the Lord loves a cheerful giver. 

[f I refuse to Make a Subscription in Advance: 

[ make it difficult for my church to project plans for 
the year. 

[{ I Give Proportionately: 

[ shall give something. I shall not refuse to make 


any subscription if, because of necessity, mine must 
be small. 

I shall be blessed in my giving, whether the gift be 
large or small. ‘For if there be first a willing mind, 
it is accepted according to what a man hath not.” 

I shall probably increase my gifts; 1 know the King- 
dom causes need increased support, and that I have 
not been giving in proportion. I must ask myself 
whether or not my giving has increased with my 
income. 

If I Give Systematically: 

I shall make it possible for my local church and for 
my denomination to plan work in advance and to 
live within income. 

I shall make it much easier for myself. I know from 
past experience, that the accumulation of small 
obligations soon becomes burdensome. 

If I Give Sacrificially: 

I shall worship God in my giving. 

shall truly advance the cause of Christ over the 

forbidding barriers of cruelty and hate. 

shall testify to the high value I place upon Christ 

and the Church in ministering to the needs of 

suffering humanity. 

shall encourage others to maintain a service of 

mercy and compassion. 

shall express my love to God and man in strength- 

ening the bonds of Christian fellowship around the 

world. 


How and what shall I give this year to and 
through my church? 
LET ME THINK 


—The Herald, as printed in Church Chimes, 
Shreveport, La. 
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aS 
GREATER GENERATION 
by Ernest M. Ligon 


- Two great truths are set forth in this significant book; first, that human nature has 
potentials far beyond its present stature, and second, that the philosophy of Jesus— 
plus the methods of science—can achieve a far greater proportion of that potential. 


‘The book describes the roles of science and religion in human betterment as carried 
out by Dr. Ligon in the Union College Character Research Project in Schenectady, 
New York. Methods now in use throughout the country are outlined, methods 
which lead to the cooperation of church, home and school. 


Here is the answer to the question — how can we achieve a greater generation, 
greater than the world has ever known? 


Dr. Ligon is Professor of Psychology at Union College, and the author of The Psy- 
chology of Christian Personality and Their Future Is Now. $2.50 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


: THE MACMILLAN COMPANY | 
Fifth Avenue | : New York 11, New York 
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Text: “Did not our hearts glow when he was 
talking to us on the road... ?” ..(Luke 
24:32—Goodspeed). 


OADS are romantic. They become scrolls 
R of memory. The road we walked to 

school, to the country store, to our grand- 
parents, to church—all suggest experiences we 
never tire of telling. 

Our land is laced with roads: rough roads 
and good roads, narrow roads and wide roads, 
slow roads and fast roads. There are serpentine 
roads that wind through the dense forest to 


some hidden echo lake; rocky roads that lead. 


to the summit of the mountain. Still more 
familiar are the great stretches of beautiful 
pavement with their beckoning speed lanes, 
stretching out before us like satin ribbon in the 
sun; and threading off into the distance. How- 
ever, and irrespective of the engineering, there 
is romance about a road. It is the daily film 
strip of life. This is why people like to build 
near where ‘the race of men go by.’ Millions, 
with less poetical power, agree that Sam Walter 
Foss knew where to place a house: 


“Let me live in my house by the side of the road 
It’s here the race of men go by, 

They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they 

they are strong. 

Wise, foolish—so am I; 

Then why should I sit in the scorner’s seat 
Or hurl the cynic’s ban, 

Let me live in my house by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man.” 


We have all had roadway experiences. Not 
all of them, to be sure, pleasant. Perhaps in 
the broiling sun you were compelled to fix a 
* flat! Or was it when you were racing to keep 
a long-anticipated conference that the gas tank 
of your car went dry? Could it have been some 
refreshing ride in the country, when nature 
soothed your soul, the animals and birds seemed 
more friendly, and the air itself was a tonic? 
Was it the day when you helped some stranger 
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‘(THE PULPIT 


THE ROMANCE OF 
ROADWAY RELIGION 


G. CURTIS JONES 


along the highway ? 

Biblical roads are equally romantic. Our 
Bible refers to innumerable roads. Some un- 
common commoner has described the “Book 
of Books’ as the roadmap to heaven. There 
are roads mentioned in Holy Writ that radiate 
the incense of romance. I invite you to sur- 
vey three such roads with me, all of which had 
their zero mile shaft in Jerusalem. 


The Road to Gaza 


There was a desert road that led from Jeru- 
salem to Gaza. It was once traveled by Philip, 
the evangelist, about whom we know vety 
little—except for pinpoint profiles of his per- 
sonality. Philip was one of the original dea- 
cons appointed in Jerusalem. He once enter- 
tained Paul in his home. This early deacon 
was an evangelist of the first order. He was 
an early exponent of ecumenicity. He disre- 
gatded the “beloved barriers’ of his day. 
Philip was returning from preaching to the 
Samaritans when his itinerary was extended. 
Here is his priceless roadway portrait. 

The spirit directed the unheralded deacon to 
go to Gaza. Now Gaza was one of the five 
principal cities of the Philistines; remarkable 
for its unbroken history. The last town on 
the southwest perimeter of Palestine enroute to 
Egypt. Gaza, which means “the strong,” was 
one city Joshua could not penetrate. 

As Philip journeyed toward his dictated 
destination, the horizon was suddenly broken.’ 
Presently a company came into visible recogni- 
tion. It was a chariot of the royalty. Philip 
was directed to go closer. The- Ethiopian 
Treasurer of her Majesty’s Kingdom was in the 
chariot, reading aloud the pensive words of 
the Prophet Isaiah: “‘Like as a sheep he was” 
led away to be slaughtered, and just as a lamb — 
is dumb before its shearer, he does not open 
his mouth.” 

The evangelist asked if he understood what 
he read. The man retorted: ‘Why, how can 
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I, unless someone explains it to me?” 
joined him in the chariot. 
conversion. 

Professor Luccock, in commenting on this 
incident, says: ‘Often the most important 
advance that can be made in life is to halt.” 
The eunuch ordered the chariot to stop. He 
was baptized by Philip. 

Imagine a humble layman intercepting a 
celebrity for Christ! 

The chariot of life is forever moving for- 
ward, and only those who stop, and look and 
listen know the meaning of life. No one can 
be Christian unless he is willing to rearrange 
the order of his own day. No one is Christian 
until he is Christian enough to Christianize! 

I like to think of the road to Gaza as one 
of revelation. Christ was revealed to an im- 
portant man. He believed. He accepted him. 
He obeyed him in Christian baptism. Have 
you? 

The romance of roadway religion. 


Philip 


It was a resultful 


The Jericho Road 

There was an ancient road that led from 
Jerusalem to Jericho—a distance of about 
twenty-three miles. It is one of the most te- 
markable roads in the world. At Jerusalem, 
for instance, the road reached an approximate 
elevation of twenty-two hundred feet above sea 
level, while at Jericho it dropped to some thir- 
teen hundred feet below sea level. It sliced 
through desert country, brokea by gorges and 
deep, dark caves. From time immemorial it 
has been a dangerous road; a trail of mystery 
and murder. In fact, the road was so notorious 
for crime it was called ‘The bloody Passpaee 
Jesus selected that very road to drive home to 
a brilliant and inquiring lawyer the meaning of 
neighborliness. 

With dramatic delicateness and dynamic, the 
Master told of a man who was traveling from 
Jerusalem to Jericho and who was captured, 
flogged, and stripped of his possessions, and 
left half dead by the roadside. 
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There chanced that way a priest, who by race 
and calling was a brother to the victim, but 
upon seeing the man the leader of the church 
passed by, without lending a helping hand. 

Presently, a Levite came along, an usher in 
the temple (and from which group the chor- 
istets were selected). He too passed up the 
helpless man. 

Then, with direct emphasis, Jesus said: ‘“But 
a Samaritan who was traveling that way came 
upon him, and when he saw him, he pitied 
him, and he went up to him and dressed his 
wounds with oil and wine, and bound them up. 
And he put him on his own mule and brought 
him to an inn and took care of him.” 

Then, turning to the inquiring man, Jesus 
asked, ‘Which of these three do you think 
proved himself a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the robbers’ hands?” 

The inquisitive attorney answered, ‘“The man 
who took pity on him.’’ The Master assured 
him that he had answered correctly, and chal- 
lenged him by saying: ‘Go and do so your- 
self 1°’ 

The Jericho road is a universal road. As al- 
ways, heterogeneous churchmen travel it. Reli- 
gion to many is something to talk about and 
to practice as little as possible. To others it is 
a periodic pastime. To still others, religion 
is a shrewd policy of laissez faire. But thank 
God there are those whose religion impels 
them to live by risk. 

There is a remarkable scene and very sug- 
‘gestive statement toward the end of the picture 
GENTLEMEN’S AGREEMENT. The proud 
mother reads her son’s brilliant manuscript, 
wherein he pleads for tolerance and coopera- 
tion among the peoples of the earth. And 
with considerable conviction she says, in sub- 
stance, ““Wouldn’t it be wonderful if this could 
be everybody’s century—not the white man’s 
century, or the atomic century—but everybody's 
century 2?” 

Yes, it would be wonderful. It must be 
everybody’s century, or it won’t be anybody’s. 
The challenge of GENTLEMEN’S AGREE- 
MENT is the extension of the Jericho Road! 

I like to think of the Jericho road as one of 
relief and, to use Schweitzer’s phrase, “‘rever- 
‘ence for life.” Our world is crying for relief. 
We must be more redemptive. How we need 
to practice reverence for humanity. We need 
to cross over the streets of prejudice and self- 
ishness. We must cross “the tracks’ in search 
of those who need the church. We need to 
examine the ditches of our own hearts. 

Jesus used a half-breed, a Samaritan, to epi- 
tomize the philosophy of life worthy of eter- 
nity. ‘‘Go and do so yourself!’ Will you? 

The romance of roadway religion. 
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The Emmaus Road 


And now we come to the “glory road” of 
the gospels. The Emmaus Road. It was a 
tough stretch that cloudy day for Cleopas and 
his companion. The weaty wayfarers were 
dazed with disappointment as they journeyed 
from Jerusalem to Emmaus. It was only about 
seven miles, but to them it was interminable. 
They walked with heavy heart and bowed head. 
Christ was on their casualty list. The “Hero 
of Hearts’ was missing. ‘They mused mourn- 
fully of their memories. They were ready to 
quit. “What is the use?” 

This, too, is a familiar road. We have all 
traveled it. When aspirations lie in ruin, 
when plans splinter, when we must stand still 
and take it, when some loved one losses our 
hand and walks over the hazy horizon. Yes, 
we have all stumbled along the Emmaus road 
at sun down. 

It was in the mood of mourning that the 
ancient travelers encountered a stranger. So 
filled with failure were they that they spon- 
taneously unburdened themselves to their new 
road-mate. By and by they reached home. 
The stranger was invited in for dinner. He 
accepted. “And when he took his place with 
them at table, he took the bread and blessed 
it and broke it in pieces and handed it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened and they knew 
him, and he vanished from them. And they 
said to each other, “Did not our hearts glow 
when he was talking to us on the road . . .?” 

Jesus vanished from their sight, but never 


from their souls. They were new men. Their — 


faith reached incomprehensible proportions. 

I like to think of the Emmaus Road as one 
of resurrection. The new birth! Jesus was 
alive, yes, but not to those men—until they 
encountered him. 

Easter was last month, say. Yes. That is 
what the calendar says, but what do you say? 
Individually we never experience Easter until 
we walk the Emmaus Road, encounter the en- 


during Christ and recognize the resurrected — 


Saviour. 
shall we be able to sing the hymn of our hearts 


When we do, then and only then 


as expressed in the poetical truth of Dr. Joseph” 


Fort Newton: 


“Will not our hearts within us burn 
On the darkening road, 

If a White Presence we can discern— 
Despite an ancient load? 

“Whither goest thou, Pilgrim Friend? 
Lone Figure far ahead, 

Wilt thou not tarry until the end— 
And break our Bread? 

“Follow we must amid sun or shade, 
Our faith to complete, 
Journeying where no path is made— 

Save by his feet.” 


The romance of roadway religion! =} 
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JUDGE NOT 


LARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY, D.D. 


Judge not according to the ap pearance.” 
John 7:24. 


LI’S race is not extinct. Many of the 
H" judgments which we pass upon our fel- 

low men are as wide of the mark as was 
mat of the blundering priest. When Jesus 
arned men against this very popular sin of 
tting in judgment upon one another, He can- 
ot have meant that we must keep from form- 
1g our estimate of the character of men and 
omen, or that that estimate must always rest 
pon untrustworthy evidence. “Thy speech,” 
ve maid at the trial of Jesus, said to Peter, 
Thy speech betrayeth thee.’ Character is self- 
eclaratory, and Jesus Himself said, just after 
lis warning against judging our fellow men, 
Do men gather grapes of thorns or figs of 
ustles? Therefore by their fruits ye shall 
now them.” There are certain fruits that 
eclare a certain tree as their source, and a 
urtiage and deportment in life which proclaim 
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@ certain kind of character or person back of 
those deeds. This world would indeed be in a 
sorry state, if good men could form no opinion 
about the deeds that are evil, or feared to con- 
demn these things and the men who commit 
them. It is plain that what Jesus meant to do 
was to rebuke the disposition to censoriousness, 
the tendency to be on the hunt for the faults 
and flaws of our fellow men, and judging them 
in the spirit of hatred and satisfaction, instead 
of sorrow and pain. Jesus would have us judge 
men the way He judged Jerusalem, when He 
proclaimed her doom yet wept over the city. 
The first reason why we should be slow and 
careful in the judgments we pass upon our 
fellow man is our too frequent ignorance of 
the facts. A fragment of anything is apt to 
be deceptive, and all that we mortals show to 
one another is but a fragment of our true 
selves. How little we know! Judge not by 
appearances, said Jesus; but that is often all the 
data that we have to go on. Eli looked on the 
outward appearance, and judging by outward 
appearance, a drunken woman had come into 
the church and deserved to be put out and 
rebuked. What he did not know was the bit- 
terness of her soul, the taunts which the poly- 
gamous household had heaped upon her, her 
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unseen strivings in prayer, the holy, mysterious, 
woman's hope that beat within her breast. His 
motive in judging, his zeal for the purity of 
the house of God, no fault could be found 
with that; but his knowledge was imperfect. 

If all things could be made clear, you and 
I might be surprised to see how often we have 
not only judged harshly, but misjudged alto- 
gether, and taken for an evidence cf moral 
offense that which, in reality, was a subject for 
praise. In one of his poems on the “Naming 
of Places,’ William Wordsworth relates this in- 
cident. On a summer day he, with his sister 
and Coleridge, were sauntering along the banks 
of Grasmere lake, when on a bit of jutting 
land, they saw the tall and upright figure of a 
man attired in peasant garb, who stood alone, 
angling beside the margin of the lake. They 
exclaimed to one another about the man’s reck- 
lessness and improvidence, wasting his time in 
idle sport, when the voices of the busy reapers 
were heard in the neighboring fields. Hearing 
them speak, the fisherman turned, and they saw 
that he was an old man wasted with age and 
sickness, too weak to labor in the fields, and 
doing the best be could to earn a pittance from 
the dead, unfeeling lake. Observing this, the 
poets reproached themselves for their hasty, 
ignorant judgment. 


“Nor did we fail to see within ourselves 

What need there is to be reserved in speech, 

And temper all our thoughts with charity.” 

Unwilling to forget the lesson of that day, 
they named that point of the shore, ‘Point Rash 
Judgment.” It is a point. against whose sharp 
rocks we mortals drive many a bark of happi- 
ness and innocence. 

Among the innumerable legends that come 
down to us about Professor Blaikie, is the story 
that one day when a student rose to recite in 
his classroom, he held his book in the right 
hand. Blaikie told him to take the -book with 
the other hand; but still the student read on 
with the book in his right hand. Again the 
angry professor thundered at him to take the 
book in the left hand. ‘‘I cannot, sir,” an- 
swered the student, as he brought the empty 
sleeve from behind his back. The students 
hissed; but the next moment cheered, when 
the famous Grecian made his earnest apology. 
Lips that move and do not speak, sleeves that 
have no arm with them, this is life; yet we 
pronounce our rash judgment, the falsity of 
which would fill us with humiliation and sor- 
row could we but know the facts. 

In his ‘‘Stickit Minister’ Crockett gives a 
pathetic instance of the cruelty of false judg- 
ment. The people thought that the older 
brother was a blockhead and that that was the 
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reason he had left the University and given uf 
the ministry. Hence they dubbed him the 
“Stickit minister.” But if they had known the 
facts, how different would have been thei 
estimate of him, for then they would have 
learned how he had left the University and 
given up the scholar’s dreams, and renounced 
the high and holy calling, because, discovering 
that he was in poor health, and that the death 
of the father had not left sufficient funds fot 
the education of both sons, he, although the 
elder, had magnanimously made way for the 
younger, and that the hard, uncongenial toil in 
the fields was not the labor of one who had 
failed, but the splendid heroism of a magnan- 
imous soul. 


“Could we judge all deeds by motives, 
See the good and bad within, 
Often we should love the sinner 
All the while we loathe the sin. 
Could we know the powers working 
To o’erthrow integrity, 
We should judge each other’s errors 
With more patient charity.” 


But even where there can be no doubt as to 
the wrongness of the conduct of our fellow 
man and no possibility as to a mistake, such as 
Eli made, still we are enjoined to judge with 
caution and with charity, because, although we 
see what is done, we ate ignorant of the cir- 
cumstances of trial and temptation. ‘‘The heart 
knoweth its own bitterness.” That man whose 
evil is evident to the world, before you sting 
him with your sentence of condemnation, pause 
to consider the struggles, the bitter conflict with 
passion and inclination, the unknown provo- 
cation, the peculiar physical and occupational 
environment, the pathetic prayers on bended 
knee, the tears of shame and penitence, the 
inexorable self-judgment, which are the past 
history of that sin and that sinner. 

Regardless altogether of the things which 
may obscure our judgment, and the particular 
degree of guilt, to judge one another harshly is 
a sin because it is a breach of the Christian 
spirit. We may be sure as to the nature of the 
offense; and the complete history of the offense, 
and what led up to it, may only serve to en- 
hance our disapprobation of the misdeed; but 
ever the Christian law of forgiveness reminds 
us that judgment doth not belong unto us but 
to God. In the first place, if to err is human, 
to forgive is divine—not that man’s forgive- 
ness is in any sense parallel to the forgiveness 
of God; but that mercy, which cometh down 
like the gentle rain from heaven, lends a pe- 
culiar glory to man. Through all the letters of 
the New Testament there runs the refrain of 
love and forbearance and tender-heartedness 
as if the proclamation of the love and pity e 
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od in Christ had awakened an antiphonal 
10rd in the heart of man. How lovely it is to 
ear these Christian disciples, living in “that 
ard pagan world,” calling upon one another 
» be gentle and tender-hearted, forgiving one 
nother, “even as God for Christ's sake hath 
rgiven you”! Each of the three great apostles 
ut that ornament of love in the highest place. 
eter said that love covereth the multitude of 
ns, and Paul said, “Now remaineth these three, 
uith, hope, love, but the greatest of these is 
pve’; and John defined God in the terms of 
yve, “God is love.” It is therefore the tri- 
mph of the spirit of Christ in man’s heart 
then he has the love that thinketh no evil, 
gaat will always put the best interpretation 
pon the deeds of his brother man, and even 
yhen there can be but one interpretation, and 
hat a very sad one, still seeks to cover, rather 
aan display or call attention to his misdeeds. 
But Joseph being a just man, and not willing 
9 make a public example of her, was minded 
9 put her away privily.”” This antedates the 
irth of Christ, but it makes Joseph stand out 
s one of the most Christian men of the New 
‘estament. He had the love that covers sin. 


“Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the fault I see; 

The mercy I to others show, 
That mercy show to me.” 


But if neither our proneness to make mis- 
akes, nor our incomplete knowledge of the 
thology of the sin we condemn, nor the 
eauty of mercy, which is the glory of the 
hristian spirit, will suffice to keep us from 
arsh and hasty judgment, then, at least, the 
onsideration of our own selves should warn 
is. ‘Judge not,” said Jesus, “that ye be not 
udged.”” “Consider thyself,” said Paul, ‘‘lest 
hou also be tempted.” ‘Who art thou, O 
nan, that judgest?’’ Answer that question now 
s we silently wait before God. Who art Thou? 
And what has thou that thou hast not received ? 
f you answer truly you must say now with 
ourself: I too am human; I can think nothing 
uman alien to myself. I too share in this 
ommon sinful nature which in another has 
slossomed into these acts which I abhor. I 
may have been kept back from committing the 
ransgressions that this person whom I so 
arshly judge, has committed; but for all I 
‘now, it may be not because of any greater 
trength or any higher degree of virtue, but 
olely because I have been differently placed 
ind differently trained. If I have been shielded 
‘rom certain faults and errors, let me humbly 
hank God, but let me not boast, nor let me 
corn the unfortunate victim, for all the im- 
nunity I have had I owe not to myself but 
- 


July. 1948 


STRENGTH MAKES 
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Now that Spiritual Mobilization has become 
an important, strong, inter-denominational, na- 
tion-wide movement great responsibility is felt 
by those who are directing it and help is sought 
in forming policies. 

The Members of our distinguished Advisory 
Board will help. Our paid Staff Members have 
many ideas. But we want the benefits of the 
thinking and experience of every pastor of a 
church in America. 


Presently we are engaged in a great push for 
5,000,000 new. voters in the nation. Many 
who read these lines are now active in that 
campaign and their efforts give promise of ac- 
tually accomplishing that goal. 


But, time marches on! Registration times will 
soon be passed in the several states. Soon the elec- 
tion will be over and our leader will have been 
determined. Then what? What is the next great 
emphasis for this powerful organization which has 
been developed to champion capital Freedom? Could 
we have ten thousand suggestions? The Director 
would have them listed and take them on his vaca- 
tion with him and would promise to emerge from 
his brother’s Kansas Farm with some carefully 
thought out patters for Board consideration. 


So, if you are one who has been saying ‘Freedom 
is in peril but there is nothing I can do about it’’— 
stop saying and start thinking. Pass along your sug- 
gestions, addressed to my personal attention at the 
address below. Let’s make our policy forming a 
cooperative endeavor. That will help Spiritual 
Mobilization fulfill its destiny and be a truly helpful 
friend of Freedom in this Freedom abandoning age. 
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to God.” What hast thou that thou hast not 
received? Let me remember too that sin has 
hidden and mysterious avenues through which 
it works; that one of Satan’s subtlest moves is 
to conceal the disease with the delusion of 
health, and that in the sight even of my fellow 
man I may be far different from what I boast 
myself to be. “Who can understand his er- 
rors? Cleanse Thou me from secret faults.” 
Let us not therefore judge one another any 
more,” said St. Paul. His “‘therefore’’ implies 
a reason. The reason back of this “therefore” 
is in the preceding sentence: ‘So then every- 
one of us shall give an account of himself unto 
God.” If any man infers from what I have 
said that this Christian teaching of the duty 
of mutual forgiveness and refraining from 
judging, means that, after all it doesn’t make 
any difference whether a man lives a sinful life 
or not, that we are to disregard sin because it 
doesn’t count with God, he makes a terrible 
mistake. There is only one thing that matches 
God’s pity for the sinner, and that is God's 


wrath upon sin. The smart and easy theology 
of the day ignores that fact; but so long as 
God is God, and sin is sin, there must be 
enmity between them. He is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. “Everyone of us shall 
give an account of himself.” Of whom? Of 
my neighbor? of my enemy? of my employer? 
of my friends? of historical personages? of the 
notable living? No; everyone shall give an ac- 
count of himself. You and I are so fond of 
giving an account of some one else. But the 
only judgment that really interests you and me 
is that judgment which we must make on our- 
selves before God. To Him all hearts are 
open, all desires known! from Him no secrets 
are hid. It is only when we ourselves have re- 
ceived the atonement, and realizing our own 
sinfulness, have called upon the mercy of God 
to cover all our sins, that we shall be kept back 
from the sin and folly of setting up ourselves 
as judges, and severe, unmerciful judges, upon 
the conduct of our fellow men. 
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THE UNTROUBLED HEART 


NORMAN E. NYGAARD 


Text: “From henceforth let no man trouble 
me: for I bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus.” Gal. 6:17. 


rE WOULD seem, from the way in which he 
he wrote to the Galatian church, as if poor 
old Paul were weakening. He had suffered 
so much. Wave after wave of persecution had 
gone over him until they had assumed tidal 
proportions. Stoned, beaten, troubled by the 
perfidies and the hatreds of men, is it any 
wonder that he wanted to be troubled no 
longer? “From henceforth let no man trouble 
me... .,” he said, and the connotation might 
well have been, ‘‘Haven’t I suffered enough? 
Haven't I filled my cup to-the brim and over- 
flowing for the sake of Jesus? Am I not 
finally to be permitted a little peace? My 
sight is not what it used to be. See with how 
large letters I write unto you with mine own 
hand.” If one were to set that part of the 
verse off by itself, it would seem as if this man, 
old before his years, were tired of life. Such 
an one, afraid of earth’s troubles, could not 
say with John Milton: 
“I am old and blind! 
Men point at me as smitten by God’s frown: 


Afflicted and deserted of my kind, 
Yet I am not cast down.” 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Steubenville, Ohio 
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But one can scarcely blame Paul for wanting 
peace. We often feel that we would: give 
anything, anything at all, just for peace, just 
to have people let us alone. We will not 
bother other folk. We won't disturb them. 
From henceforth let them refrain from dis- 
turbing us. “Live and let live” —that is all we 
ask. Just let us go our way and we shall be 
glad to let everyone go theirs. Especially do 
we feel thus when we have suffered much, 
when we are getting on in years. 

In that period between middle and old age, 
Paul should not be afraid of the troubles men 
might inflict upon him, but his experiences are 
probably the cause of his rapid aging. We, 
too, might be worn and troubled if we had 
suffered the privations and persecutions that 
had to come to him. We sympathize with poor 
old Paul. How desperate to come to the end 
of one’s days so fearful of what men could do 
to you! 

But we had better withhold our sympathy. 
Let us keep it for ourselves and for our dis- 
tresses, some of them real, many of them fan- 
cied. For, if we should add to the portion 
that we have just considered, the last half of 
the verse, we discover that Paul has no feat 
at all of what men can do to him. They can 
trouble him no longer. Probably a more ac- 
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irate rendering of the thought of Paul would 
e: “Nothing can trouble me; I belong to my 
faster, Jesus.” Moffatt translates the latter 
art of the verse as, 
[ bear branded on my body the owner's stamp 
of Jesus.” 

The man who tries to disturb or trouble Paul 
; wasting his time. He not only does not bor- 
»w trouble in advance, as so many of us do; 
e does not even recognize trouble when it 
omes to him. Just as the individual whose 
ody is pock-marked with the scars of one of 
ve most dreaded scourges of mankind, can 
valk unscathed through the pest-house, so Paul 
; immune to trouble. He has endured all of 
1e troubles and punishments that the fiendish 
uind of man could evolve: stoning; throwing 
rom walls; beatings and scourgings, and yet 
one of them have affected his faith. Broken 
1 body, with an ever-present thorn in his flesh, 
ith sight that is fast failing, so that he must 
‘rite with large letters, the spirit of the man 
; undaunted. 

Paul makes no secret about the reason for 
is untroubled soul. He has not changed to 
nother brand of cigarettes. He is not using a 


ew kind of toothpaste or a pep-producing |. 


reakfast food that fills him with vim, vigor, 
ad vitality. Another kind of soap or soap- 
ake does not account for it. The solution is 
ery simple: ‘I bear in my body the marks 
f the Lord Jesus.” 

There are some who believe that Paul had 
1 mind some visible sign of his troubles with 
1e authorities, ecclesiastical and civil, at the 
ifferent places where he encountered perse- 
ution. And I am sure that they must have 
ft their mark upon him. The heavy lash, its 
ads tipped with metal, bit into the flesh until 
man’s back would be lacerated and chopped 
9 a pulp. Paul’s back would have been one 
teat scar. The marks of stones, great heavy 
‘ones which had cut and lacerated his flesh, 
nd perhaps had broken his bones, would have 
een left upon him. 

Paul, as a result, could even say in good 
onscience what none of us will ever be able 
» declare: (Col. 1:24) “I am filling up that 
thich is lacking of the afillictions of Christ in 
wy flesh for His body's sake, which is the 
hurch.”’ 

‘It is beyond our imagination to conceive of 
ny lack of sufferings on the part of our Sav- 
yur, as He was spit upon, scourged, crowned 
ith a crown of thorns, finally hung upon a 
rooden cross. To us it would seem as if he 
ad drunk the cup of shame and disgrace to 
s very dregs. But what might have been 
king, Paul honestly and sincerely believed 
; (See page 342) 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Beauty Revealed 


Isa. 11:96b.: “For the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.” 

Jer. 45:4. “Thus shalt thou say unto him, 
The Lord saith thus; Behold, that which I have 
Balle 


One day, while Huxley was touring the Scot- 
tish Highlands, he asked the shepherd who was 
with him to look through his microscope at the 
wild flowers growing at his feet. The shepherd 
did so and was amazed at the vision of beauty 
revealed to him. “I wish ye hadna let me see 
that, sir,’ he said in an awestricken tone. “I 
trample on thousands of them every day.”’— 
Exchange. + 


Ordeals Inspire Cop 

to Enter Ministry 

John 1::38-39. “He saith unto them, Come 
and see.” 

John 1:40-41. 
brother...” : 

I John 2:10. “He that loveth his brother 


“He first findeth his own 


A cop sees human beings “in ordeals that 
reveal their yearning for God,” Patrolman John 
A. Parsons of New York City said lately in 
explaining his decision to enter the ministry. 

He is quoted further as saying, “My expe- 
riences since joining the N.Y.C. force in 1929 
have only strengthened the desire my mother’s 
teaching gave me to preach God’s Word. 
When I was 16, I had an idea of going into 
the ministry, but my father’s death made me 
feel that I had to get a quick-paying job to 
help my mother.”” For 17 years John A. Par- 
sons served on emergency squads, and con- 
cludes, “I have heard so many people in phys- 
ical or mental agony cry out, ‘Oh, my God, my 
God, help me’ that I am convinced even an 
atheist, in his soul, turns toward a Supreme 
Being in his need.” 


Sexton Leaves Fund for 
New Church Building 


Luke 16-10. ‘He that is faithful in that which 
1s least is faithful also in much.” 


For 56-years members of Christ Lutheran 
Church knew their sexton and Sunday School 
teacher, Max Wedell, was living his faith in 
Jesus Christ,—but they believed him poor in 


- earthly goods. Friday, April 3, 1948, his will 


was probated. It showed him holding a 
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$13,000.00 mortgage on the Church patsonage, 
which he ordered cancelled at his death. In 
addition, he left money, (amount not dis- 
closed) with which Christ Church will begin 
erecting an edifice to replace the old one, torn 
down to make way for a housing project. 


Commencement Day 
for Nations of Men 


Joshua 9:2-27, Joshua 10:1-42. “And the 
Lord said unto Joshua, fear them not: for 1 
have delivered them into thine hand... be- 
cause the Lord God fought...” 


We are in the midst of a new age. Tomor- 
row is here! For years we have been saying 
that we are living in the twilight of a dying 
world and that the new world was about to be 
born. Tomorrow has come! The new age has 
dawned. We may not like this new age,—its 
opportunities, its uncertainties, its responsibil- 
ities,—but it is HERE. It has in it much that 
is new, much of terror even, if we wish to 
review the outstanding features, yet all of 
mankind now living must face this new day 
upon us. We must accept it. We cannot 
escape it—Kenneth S$. Latourette. 


Guiding Principles 
Luke 16:8b, “The children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the children of 


light.” 


“T have no hesitation whatever in stating that 
my guiding principles are those of the Christian 
ethic. If we are to rely solely on material con- 
siderations we shall find that democracy will 
be superseded by totalitarian methods. Democ- 
racy must rely on its citizens for a voluntary 
observance of their obligations to others—it 
must rely on their fundamentally Christian out- 
look. 

“That outlook is one of the most important 
reasons why the survival of Christianity is of 
such vital importance to us and to the whole 
world today. If the efforts of Christians are 
to be sustained and successful they must con- 
stantly refresh themselves by communion with 
God. That is the object of prayer, but prayer 
is only the prelude to Christian action. 

“Judged only by material standards, it may 
be said that democracy is less efficient than a 
totalitarian regime, but judged by higher 
standards it is vastly superior, because it alone 
has regard for the spiritual and physical free- 
dom of the individual—Svr Stafford Cripps, in 


an address before the World Evangelica 
Alliance. io x 


The Expositor 


) Years a Commuter 

Luke 2:14. “On earth, good will toward 
en. 

The resident of a small community, working 
| a large city, commuted daily for 30 years, 
and from his place of work. Although he 
as loved as a neighbor, a family member and 
orker, the station where he boarded the train 
id returned after his daily stint, was a dreary 
id uninviting place. 

After his death, his neighbors looked about 
wr something to do as a fitting memorial to 
is memory. The people of the community 
st together, obtained the proper permission, 
1d planted flowering shrubs all around the 
ilway station as a memorial to the 30-year 
mmmuter and neighbor. Now from the first 
tly yellow forsythia in March to the last 
d spirea in September, the dreary station 
kes on life and the glow of beauty that is a 
leasure to behold,—because one man of good 
ill, loved by his fellowmen, inspired this 
ractical tribute to his memory. 


ur Sanctuary 

Jer. 17:12. “A glorious high throne from 
e beginning is the place of our sanctuary.” 
In 1870, a youthful, newly-married couple, 
ent to our Middle West on their honeymoon. 
O assure a lasting reminder of their happi- 
sss, they planted bulbs of flowering plants, a 
ibute of beauty which all might enjoy who 
me that way. 

On special anniversary occasions, they added 
the garden, new and colorful varieties, to 
adden the hearts of their children and grand- 
ildren. When they passed away, the young 
sneration took up the labor of love and 
ided to the garden. Now, the whole valley 
ursts into beauty in the Springtime, in memory 
the happiness and thoughtfulness of the 
yung couple who spent their honeymoon in 
e valley in 1870. 


addy Rings the Bell 


At the top of a hill on a Long Island golf 
ub, a caddy rings a beautifully designed bell, 
ch time it is safe for a player to drive the 
ll at the start of a game. The mounting is 
trounded with a low planting of evergreens; 
side it a comfortable seat. The bell was 
josen and appropriately inscribed as a tribute 
a fellow-golfer, by members of the club, 
ho desire to keep alive active memory of a 
ved companion, neighbor, and friend. 
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Moral Standards of Today 


John Sumner, attorney, is executive secretary 
of the Society to Maintain Public Decency, 
New York, which for 75 years has been trying 
to keep the public eye and ear free from moral 
turpitude. He is reported as saying that his 
job is getting bigger and bigger, ““The coun- 
try just isn’t as decent as it used to be. Moral 
standards are at a new low.” 

Mr. Sumner’s records show that the society 
confiscated more than 15,000 objects of obscene 
nature in 1946, including books, circulars, post- 
cards, photographs, phonograph records and 
motion picture reels. 

Last year, 1947, the figure rose to 33,000, 
and this year it may be still higher. Mr. 
Sumner added that there is a lowering of moral 
standards after every war, ‘‘and always,” he 
contends, “there have been individuals unprin- 
cipled enough to take advantage of it just to 
make money.” He blamed present low moral 
conditions on “the breaking up of homes, un- 
disciplined children who are allowed to run 
wild; easy money, and general contempt for 
law.’ The society got its start in 1873, when 
the YMCA appointed a committee to examine 
the effect of reading matter on young men, 
and found the results “pretty bad.” 


Life Ahead 


Time Magazine quoted a Manhattan dress 
designer named Wilma, as announcing a new 
specialty—wedding dresses for divorcees— 
suggesting pink-silk shantung suit for the sec- 
ond marriage, black-silk faille suit for the 
third, with this comment: ‘The bride’s 
sophistication should increase in direct ratio to 
the marriage multiple.” 

Time Magazine announces it as a new 
pee the historian will put it down as 
urther evidence of moral decay. Divorce de- 
notes social instability, the weakening of the 
moral fibre of a people, laxity in the main- 
tenance of the family system; it is an admis- 
sion of bad judgment, inflexibility, failure, 
irresponsibility. 

For a very few years longer, Americans will 
be able to carry the burden of 40 to 50 billion 
in government expenditures out of the people’s 
earnings by leaning on the accumulations of 
three centuries of thrift—after that must come 
what the British call austerity—a tough, hard 
life. This does not make of me a prophet of 
- gloom; it is rather a fairly accurate forecast of 
what the bad thinking of the 1920s and 1930s 
handed down to the 1940s and 1950s. 
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Success or failure, that is, the survival or de: 
cay of our civilization, will depend upon ou 
moral fibre, upon whether we have the 
character, the stamina, the firmness in the 
right, to take a tough life,—and /ke it. 

The sooner our people realize what has hap- 
pened to them, which anyone can discover by 
looking at the statistics of our current situation, 
the easier it will be to face the New World. 
Miss Wilma has added nothing constructivs 
to all this—George E. Sokolsky. 


The Greatest Sermon 
John 3:16. 


Superlatives are risky, but few will quarrel 
with the statement characterizing the heroic 
deaths of four chaplains—depicted on a new 
postage stamp symbolizing interdenomination- 
al fraternity—as ‘the greatest sermon that ever 
was preached.” 

The four chaplains, a Jewish rabbi, a Cath- 
olic priest, and two Protestant ministers, gave 
their life preservers to soldiets aboard the 
torpedoed Dorchester in 1943, so the service- 
men might have a chance to survive, then the 
chaplains locked arms on deck and prayed as 
the waters of: the Atlantic claimed the Dor- 
chester with those aboard. 

The new postage stamp was released to the 
world with the statement that “In the history 
of the world, there had been no act of heroism 
to surpass the heroism of the four chaplains, 
who gave their lives that others might live.” 


Student Illiteracy in Religion Hit 


I Kings 8:35-36. “Teach them the good 
way wherein they should walk.” 
Matt. 28:19. “Go ye and teach all nations.” 


Fifty per cent of the Protestant boys at 
Syracuse University ‘are 100 per cent illiterate 
in religion,” the Rev. Charles C. Noble, dean 
of the Syracuse Chapel, is quoted as reporting 
Wednesday night, May 26, 1948, at the 152nd 
annual New England conference of the Meth- 
odist Church, Malden, Mass. 

Miss Mary Skinner of Nashville, a member 
of the Methodist Board of Education, said 
“There has never been so much aimlessness 
among the young people of our country as 
there is today.” She told the conference she 
was “amazed” in coming to New Englan 
where Summer brings so many visitors, “‘to find 
that the Churches also take vacations and close 
their doors.” (A/P report, May 27) = 
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RECENT BOOKS | 


EINHOLD NIEBUHR, PROPHET FROM AMERICA 
y D. R. Davies. Macmillan. 102 pp. $2.00. 
The sixth of a series of monographs on MODERN 
HRISTIAN REVOLUTIONARIES, edited by Donald 
ttwater, this essay by D. R. Davies of England strives 
» sketch in broad outlines the major contribution to 
ie thought of his time of the well-known theologian 
" New York’s Union Seminary. He finds Dr. Niebuhr 
» be pre-eminently a “responsible” and “balanced 
evolutionist’? who combines the insight of the ancient 
rophets with the social passion of the modern left- 
ing radicals, and who thus qualifies himself to address 
ore constructively than any other living man _ the 
roblems of the contemporary world. He rightly finds 
r. Niebuhr wanting, however, in his failure as yet 
» formulate a doctrine of the Church, a lacuna that 
receiving the principal attention of contemporary 
uropean Protestant theologians of his school of 
inking. Perhaps we may see this remedied before 
ng. 
This is a good introduction to the thought of our 
remost American theologian.—B. Gibson Lewis, Jr. 


FAITH FOR YOUTH 

y Joseph James Murray. John Knox Press. 90c. 
The world has had an example of what a fanatic 
slief can accomplish. Hitler answered the question, 
What difference does it make what one believes.” 
haracter and conduct are the results of convictions. 
One of the most encouraging signs on the horizon 
f modern religious life is the interest of youth in 
uith. ‘“‘What can we believe,” is a popular discussion 
ypic. This book is an excellent example of the type 
f literature much needed and very popular these days, 
n attempt to organize thinking into a logical compact 
atement. Most of us are better than our doubts and 
one of us are as good as our beliefs, but if we are 
) grow we must have a standard. ‘“‘How can we 
spect to score when we do not even know where the 
gal posts are?”’ 

Here is a book written for young people. It would 
3 an excellent book to give to-a confused lad. Its 
yurteen chapters would make an ideal study course 
wr a youth fellowship.—Roy C. Helfenstein. 


AX CHRISTI—THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

y Albert D. Belden. Brethren Publishing House. 

33 pp. $1.50. 

Dr. Albert D. Belden gives to the American public 
. this volume the manifesto and textbook of PAX 
HRISTI movement which apparently prevails with 
rominence in England. This movement calls upon 
very Christian to renew and maintain alive one’s per- 
nal commitment to Christ as Lord at the point of 
1e’s relationships with all men. It is particularly 
)cal on the issues of war and peace and presents to 
yber men and women a straightforward challenge to 
alk Christ’s way regardless of the costs. 

The book is divided into three parts, THE SANC- 
ION, THE PLAN, and THE GOAL. In the first sec- 
on of six chapters the author sets forth the philosophy 
* peace from the Christian standpoint. He dis- 
isses the principles of love, service, meekness, vicarious 


‘erifice and maintains that these principles and the - 


sources behind them can transform our world, if 
mnestly and unstintedly applied. 

Pr. Belden undertakes a delineation of THE PLAN 
the middle portion, consisting of the techniques em- 
oyed by the Pax Christi League in England. 
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Sermons by 
Clarence E. 
Macartney 


Dr. Macartney's new book: 


THE GREATEST QUESTIONS 
OF THE BIBLE AND 
OF LIFE 


Eighteen sermons _ picture 
Bible situations which de- 
manded decisions. The les- 
sons for today are clear. $2 


BIBLE EPITAPHS 

Seventeen sermons describe Bible characters, noble 
and ignoble, showing how righteousness made 
some imperishable and how sin carried others to 
dishonorable graves. $1.50 


GREAT INTERVIEWS WITH JESUS 

Fifteen distinguished sermons on talks Jesus had 
with people of various classes: A thief, Pontius 
Pilate;-a woman of ill repute, Peter, etc. $1.50 


GREAT NIGHTS OF THE BIBLE 

Fifteen sermons on great events of Bible times 
which took place at night. They give the reader 
new hope in a war-weary world and lead him to 
new spiritual understanding. $1.75 


GREAT WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 

Eleven biographical sermons on women of the 
Bible, noble and ignoble. With each in her proper 
setting the lesson for today is clearly drawn. $1.50 


THE GREATEST MEN OF THE BIBLE 

Fifteen biographical sermons on Bible characters, 
each typifying some quality, such as faith, right- 
eousness, temptation, repentance, etc. $1.50 


THE GREATEST TEXTS OF THE BIBLE 

Eighteen inspiring sermons built upon the great 
truths of revelation and redemption. They affirm 
and clarify the basic principles of Christianity and 
reveal the faith the texts inspired. $2 


THE GREATEST WORDS IN THE BIBLE 

AND IN HUMAN SPEECH 
These fifteen sermons are concerned with the truth 
a given word represents. They are developed 
through portrayal of incidents in the lives of men 
and women of the Bible. $1.50 


MACARTNEY’S ILLUSTRATIONS 


1,500 stories, poems, incidents, parables, alpha- 
betically arranged with subdivisions and cross- 
references. A mine of illustrative material. ‘‘They 
help to enliven even a dull subject, whether it be 
serious or oné of a lighter vein, and drive home a 
message of dynamic power.'' Reveille. $2.50 


PETER AND HIS LORD a 

Twenty-one sermons on the many-sided Peter, rich 
in interesting illustrations and lessons for the 
Christian life today. $1.50 


PREACHING WITHOUT NOTES 

A thorough discussion of preaching to convert 
people to the will of God through Christ. Contains 
many useful aids to make sermons effective. $1.75 


SERMONS ON OLD TESTAMENT HEROES 
Eighteen vivid sermons which make great Biblical 


_personalities live and speak helpfully to us for the 


needs of today. _ $1.5 


TRIALS OF GREAT MEN OF THE BIBLE 

Fifteen heart-searching sermons based on impor- 
tant trials depicted in the Bible, with lessons that 
apply to everyday living. — $1.75 


At All Bookstores — 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


NASHVILLE 2 TENNESSEE 


Page 339 


Finally, with six chapters he concludes his appeal to 
the contemporary world by expounding further the 
aspects of THE GOAL, such as the Gospel and the 
practice of love, ultimate man and civilization, the 
moral leadership of our time, the atom bomb, and the 
peace of Christ. 

The book is easily read and the fundamental prin- 


ciples of this movement are adequately presented. 
Laymen will find it particularly helpful in  under- 
standing the Christian viewpoint which looks upon 
war as collective and individual sin and seeks to 


provide a way of deliverance—John W. McKelvey. 


REVISION OR NEW TRANSLATION? 
By Oswald T. Allis. Presbyterian and Reformed Pub- 
lishing Co. 164 pp. $2.00. 


Dr. Oswald Allis presents an extensive criticism, from 
a conservative point of view, of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible published in 1946. He maintains 
that the committee for revision “was so small and 
its membership was so largely representative of only 
one type of scholarship, a decidedly liberal one, that 
the words ‘American’ and ‘standard’ are applicable to 
it only in a very limited sense.” 

The conclusions reached after one-hundred fifty-four 
pages of comparing: “The name Revised Standard 
Version is a misnomer. It is an attempt to secure for 
this version the ‘good will’ of the immensely popular 
Authorized Version by representing it as the legitimate 
heir and proper successor of that time-honored and 
time-tested version, instead of as its competitor and 
rival. We do not wish to impugn the motives or the 
good faith of the sponsors and promoters of the new 
version. But it is only proper and right to point out 
that simple fairness and honesty demand that the 
name be changed.” 

Considering the modern translations, Dr. Allis says 
the new version has the virtue of being more conserva- 
tive than its principal competitors. Ministers will prob- 
ably agree or disagree with Dr. Allis’s conclusions, 
according to their theological point of view. The real 
issue, it seems, is now in the hands of the people. The 
new version will grow or diminish in esteem as it 
appeals to the comman man. 

Dr. Allis has held teaching positions in Princeton and 
Westminster Theological Seminaries and is now Edi- 
torial Correspondent of The Evangelical Quarterly 
(Edinburgh).—Meredith J. Sprunger. 


JOHN CALVIN 
By Sir Alfred T. Davies. 
92 pp. $1.50. 


Much of the material in this little book was published 
some years ago in England when it won the Samuel 
Cocker Trust Prize for the best essay written on the 
400th anniversary of the birth of the great reformer. 
This essay, revised and enlarged, is now given its first 
American edition. Its appreciation of the many sided 
genius, John Calvin, will please every Calvinist, and 
delight nearly all other Protestants. The author de- 
scribes Calvin as ‘the most Christian man of his 
‘generation,’ and says by way of summary, “John 
Calvin is the exclusive possession of no sect or denom- 
ination, the intellectual possession of no single country 
or continent, the inspirer of no single age or century. 
. . . The principles he enunciated and inculcated, the 
freeing of the human conscience from the shackles, 
superstitions and errors of Rome and Roman Cath- 
olicism, still remain today as an undying and essential 
condition of liberty, if liberty is to continue to sur- 
vive in the minds and souls of men and of States.”— 
Charles Haddon Nabors. 
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FOR PEACE WITHIN 
By O. A. Geiseman. Kaufmann. 199 pp. $2.00. 

The pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest. 
Illinois, offers us a volume of ‘Sermons for the Lenter 
and Easter Season.’ There are “‘two series of Lenten 
addresses plus additional messages for Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter.” One 
is inclined to be critical of the organization of some 
of the sermons, and of the style, but at the same time 
one is impressed by the power, the earnestness and 
the grasp of the Scripture displayed. Here is no fancy 
oratory, but strong exposition, and a straight demand 
for personal application: you are not ‘to walk out 
untouched as though I had poured water over a duck’s 
back.” There is meat here, good nourishing meat.— 
Wm. Tait Paterson. 


GOSPEL RECORDS OF THE MESSAGE AND MISSION 
OF JESUS CHRIST 
By A. C. Wieand. Brethren Publishing. 266 pp. $3.00. 
This is “a Harmony of the Gospels in the text of 
the Revised Standard Version,’’ compiled by the Presi- 
dent Emeritus of the Bethany Biblical Seminary. Dr. 
Wieand has typed each page on a vari-type machine 
and photo-plates have been made. Everything is very 
clear and readable. ‘Paragraphs are analyzed into 
their essential ideas; each idea is printed in a lime 
by itself.” There are many explanatory notes and 
suggestions of methods of study. The book is well 
indexed. It should prove of great help to students 
and preachers who desire to be sure of both text and 
context—_Wm. Tait Paterson. 


THE COMBINED GOSPELS 
By Russell Hubbard White. Colonial Press. 100 pp. $3. 

This is a book that many Bible students and Bible 
teachers will welcome with enthusiasm, as it gives the 
reader the benefit of the countless hours of tireseme 
effort in reducing a Harmony of the Gospels into a 
single narration, giving the Gospel Story, as found in 
the four Gospels, in one composite whole and with no 
repetition of verses. It is indeed unique in conception 
and in presentation. The different subjects are pre- 
sented in chronological order. The book is arranged 
in nine parts: 1, The Birth and Youth of Jesus; 2, 
Jesus in Galilee; 8, Jesus in Jerusalem; 4, Jesus in and 
about Galilee; 5, Jesus in and about Judea; 6, The 
Betrayal of Jesus; 7, The Trial of Jesus; 8,“fhe Cruci- 
fixion; 9, The Resurrection. 

It gives the entire New Testament without any repe- 
tition, 1,116 verses of purely duplicate materially being 
eliminated. : 

No doubt many pastors will find this volume useful 
in reading their scripture lessons in Worship services 
as it will make unnecessary the awkward turning of 
pages to find related verses. Church School teachers 
will find it useful in preparing their New Testament 
Lessons. Bible readers, generally, will find that this 
chronological presentation of the material contained 
in the four Gospels, makes the material itself not 
only more accessible, but also more readable and more 
interesting,—Roy C. Helfenstein. 


NOT AS THE WORLD GIVETH 
By Philippe Vernier. Translated by Edith Lovejoy 
Pierce. Fellowship Publications. 96 pp. $1.50. R 
Philippe Vernier, to this reviewer, is a great dis- 
One will go back to his earlier book, ‘With 
the Master,” avidly. 5 
M. Verhier is a pastor in the mining district of 
Belgium, where unobtrusively and devotedly he min- 
isters to the needs of the people under what to the 
average American would be insufferably bad housing 


\ 


The Ex ite 
: Expositor 


mnditions. Mrs. Pierce, the translator, evidently vis- 
ed the Vernier domicile. She “IT found the 
ingdom is a strange place. 

The Kingdom shines through the pages of this book 
f meditations. It is ethical mysticism of the very 
rst order. Here one feels the brooding presence of 
ie Master, as the author interprets various phases of 
1e Bible. 

One interesting verbal choice makes the style dis- 
nective and makes the reader feel personally involved 
-the use of the second person pronoun. Example: “In 
our Own despairs God does not fail. 
ttle faith that capsizes . . . I do not pretend to ex- 
lain anything here to you. I only wanted to open 
our eyes, so that you would not pass with indifference 
long the edge of this abyss: the unfathomable depth 
f the love of God manifested in the death of Jesus 
hrist.”” 

Mrs. Pierce translates from the French with clarity 
nd precision, and one feels that her English text is 
ery close to the original. 

In the reviewer’s family this book of meditations has 
een put to the practical test of actual use in nightly 
umily devotional periods. It has uplifted us greatly, 
nd we can recommend it without reservation to those 
ho want something profounder than the offerings of 
ie reading guides for devotion customarily printed.— 
endig Brubaker Cullu. 
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y H. A. Ironside, Litt. D. Loizeaux Brothers. 
D1 pp. $3.00. 


The well known Bible teacher gives here a compre- 
ensive study of the Gospel of Mark. These expository 
otes cover the entire Gospel. Every paragraph is 
nalyzed in detail, and in many instances verses and 
hrases come in for special attention. Dr. Ironside has 
ever been more adequate, more easy to understand, 
wre correct in his emphasis, than in this exposition 
f the second Gospel. The spirit of the helpful volume 
lay be seen in a couple of quotations, the first deal- 
ig with the prophetic section of Mark 13, “It is useless 
» work out some chronological system in order to 
yeate the time: of Christ’s coming. This is a secret, 
nrevealed even to angels, and as Man on earth, the 
on Himself chose-not to know. ... How slow men 
ave been to accept this, and what blunders . they 
ave made by attempting to compute the time of His 
eturn.”’ The second quotation is from notes on the 
losing paragraph in the Gospel. Dr. Ironside Says, 
This work of world evangelization is in progress still, 
nd will not be completed until all men everywhere 
ave heard the message of the grace of God going out 
» a lost world. Interest in missions is not an elective 
1 God’s university of grace. It is something in which 
very disciple is expected to major.”—Charles Haddon 
abers. 


DDRESSES ON THE FIRST AND SECOND EPISTLES 
F THESSALONIANS 

y H. A. Ironside, Litt. D., Loizeaux Brothers. 121 pp. 
1.50. 

These addresses on the two Epistles of Paul to the 
hurch in Thessalonia were given by Dr. Ironside, at the 
loody Memorial Church in Chicago. They were taken 
own by stenographers at the time they were preached, 
nd abbreviated considerably before publication. This of 
yurse is apparent to the reader. They are direct, clear 
nd positive with the Biblical interpretation. anticipated 
9th by the author and the place they were preached. 
-Charles Haddon Nabers. 
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Untroubled Heart 
(Continued from page 335) 


that he had completed. Just possibly, there- 
fore, Paul might have conceived of himself as 
bearing the marks of Jesus in the sufferings 
which he had undergone. 

But we are inclined to a different opinion. 
With Moffatt we would be disposed to read 
that verse: “I bear branded on my body the 
owner's mark of Jesus.” A Hebrew slave 
who had elected to serve his master for life, 
bore the mark on his ear. He was nailed 
through the ear to a door or a door-post, by 
the man under whom he elected to serve for 
life. The man who was a bond-servant had 
but to serve six years. After that he could 
go free. But he could elect life servitude un- 
der the following conditions (according to Ex. 
21:5-6): “If the servant shall say plainly, I 
love my master . . . I will not go free, then 
his master shall bring him to the judges; he 
shall also bring him to the door, or unto the 
door-post; and his master shall bore his ear 
through with an awl; and he shall serve him 
forever.’* 

Paul had elected life service under his mas- 
ter, Jesus. He no longer served the world or 
himself. He served Jesus alone and could say 
in perfect truth: “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live: yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the son of God who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me.’ (Gal. 
2:20) And in still another place we find this 
word: (Col. 1:29) “We preach . . . that we 
may present every man perfect in Jesus Christ: 
whereunto I also labor, striving according to 
His working, which worketh in me mightily.” 

The truth of the matter is, therefore, that 
Paul no longer was a body. Many people are, 
in all reality. They live for the creature com- 
forts that they may have, for the feel of silken 
garments upon their flesh, for the pleasure of 
eating choice foods, for the delights of a 
strictly animal existence. Paul was troubled by 
no such feeling as that. He lived in the body 
still, divided always between a longing to be 
with Christ and the need of serving here on 
earth, as long as there was work for him to do. 

That conflict he expressed in these words: 
(Phil. 1:23-4) ‘‘For I am in a strait betwixt 
two, having a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ which is far better: nevertheless, to 
abide in the flesh is more needful for you.” 
Cheerful always, joyful always, facing life 
without fear. Indeed no man could trouble 
him. Nobody, nothing, can trouble such a 
one as Paul. Let them give it up. It is a 


| waste of time. Paul had completely outgrown 
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ad left behind that condition of life which 
obert Browning describes when he says: 
“What is he but a brute 
Whose flesh hath soul to suit, 
Whose spirit works lest 
want play? 
To man, propose this test— 
Thy body at its best. 

How far can that project thy soul on its 
me way? Paul’s soul led. It took him 
‘ross to Macedonia when weak flesh might 
ave rebelled. It drove him on to Rome to 
reach the Gospel. It drove him on, at last, to 
1€ imperial city to death. 

Would you, too, have the secret of the un- 
oubled heart? Weary soul, tired of living, 
ould you find new wine to sustain you here 
n earth and on into eternity itself? Do you 
ant to banish troubles forever? Do you want 
» find and to know and to experience that 
fe of which Jesus spoke when He said, “I 
nm come that they might have life and that 
i€y might have it more abundantly?” 

Yield then to your Captain who was also 
aul’s Captain, the Lord Jesus Christ. Yield 
nto Him loyal allegiance and faithful service. 
s with Paul so will it be with you. No man 
in trouble you. You will be branded with the 
ark of Jesus Christ. 

And what is the end of such a life? We find 
, I think, in Paul’s letter to his young friend, 
imothy, to whom he writes: (II Tim. 4:7-8) 
[ have fought the good fight, I have finished 
y course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
were is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ess which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
ive me at that day: and not to me only, but 
ato all them also that love His appearing.” 


arms and legs 


ruitfulness 
Continued from page 320) 


id soon there were many people laughing at 
im and calling out witty expressions at his 
cpense. It was clearly evident that he was 
joroughly discouraged and rapidly falling be- 
ind. At the moment he appeared to be hope- 
ssly defeated, a man in the grandstand said, 
[t is poor sportsmanship to treat the poor 
low in this manner. He needs encourage- 
ent and I propose that we try an experi- 
ent.” The next time the tired and dis- 
sartened runner came in front of the grand- 
and our kindly gentleman clapped his hands 
| applause. The runner was startled and 
joked up as if surprised that anyone should 
2 interested in him. The next time, our 
iend was joined by several others who added 
eir encouragement. What effect, if any, did 
have on the discouraged runner? He fe- 
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acted as if he were suddenly connected with 
a dynamo. A new confidence flamed up in 
his breast, and renewed strength went coursing 
through his tired limbs as he overtook and 
passed one after another of his fellow con- 
testants. Ten thousand people were now 
standing and cheering as the runner sped for- 
ward, And, with a phenomenal burst of speed 
that only moments before seemed utterly im- 
possible, the once lagging runner threw him- 
self forward and finished second in the race. 
I do not need to point out the moral of this 
story; but the fact remains that without con- 
fidence from the grandstand he would have 
lost whatever confidence he had in himself and 
in turn would have been hopelessly beaten in 
his effort. Our work together will be won- 
drously fruitful if we heed Paul’s words and 
run life’s race worthy of the Lord, in every 
aspect aiming to please Him whose we are and 
whom we serve, and daily increasing in the 
knowledge of God. 


Destruction 
(Continued from page 318) 


leadership of mankind or forfeit it forever.” 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower has recently 
given expression to the same thought in these 
words: ‘We must have action based upon real 
religion and moral motives if we are to build a 
strong international organization. Unless we 
can have the tolerance and goodwill that stem 
from moral regeneration there is no hope for 
mankind . ... and we shall soon disappear in 
the dust of an atomic explosion.” 

And peace is not merely world order based 
on law. Peace is something to be builded by 
understanding and faith, both of which de- 
mand as. much persistence, hard work, and 
sacrifice as had to be put into winning the 
war. In various concrete and dramatic ways we 
can build the will to peace. One effective way 
would be to keep before the world the financial 
cost of war, showing what might be done fo: 
humanity with a similar amount of wealth ane 
effort. We can show that the money spent or 
World War II would have built an $8,006 
house for every family in our nation and es 
tablished a free library in every community ir 
our land where a library is lacking. 

Another thing we can do is to unite witl 
world federalists everywhere in urging our re 
spective governments (1) to propose drasti 
amendments to the United Nations Charter, 0 
(2) to call for a World Constitutional Con 
vention, or (3) to use any fair method tha 
gives promise of bringing all peoples topes 
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